FLORIDA
FORESTRY

ASSOCIATION Winter 2024

TREEPACELECTION SUCCESS

TREEPAC, the Association’s political action committee, contributed $66,000
to 43 candidates in the 2024 election cycle. Ultimately, an impressive 42
(98%) of those candidates were successful in their bid for office.

TREEPAC is nonpartisan. It contributes to the campaigns of Democrats and
Republicans who support the forest industry.

Mark Milligan, who chaired the TREEPAC committee during the 2024 election
cycle, attributed the success to the support of Association members: “We are
able to help elect candidates who will work to support and protect Florida
forestry because of the tremendous support we receive from our members,’
he said. “The networking and financial resources they provide make an

important difference.”

Photo: From left, Association
Executive Vice President Alan Shelby,
Jim Karels, Senator Corey Simon,
James Spratt, Jimmy Bielling, and
Association President Avery Roberts
at a fundraiser for Simon.

MIKE BELL: AUDUBON FL SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY
OF THE YEAR AWARD

Audubon Florida has honored Mike Bell with its 2024 Sustainable Forestry Award.
The award is presented annually to a forester, forestry family, or forest business that
demonstrates improvements in bird and wildlife habitats and water resources through
forest management practices.

Mike recently retired as Vice President of Public Affairs and Communications after a distinguished 23-year career at
Rayonier Inc. He received the award in recognition of his body of work advocating for the protection of land, water,
and wildlife and promoting sustainable environmental stewardship practices.

SHAWN DEROME:
DISTINGUISHED YOUNG ALUMNUS

Congratulations to Shawn DeRome for being recognized as the University of Georgia
Warnell School of Forestry and Natural Resources’ Distinguished Young Alumnus!

Shawn is the Eastern Director of Public Affairs for Rayonier, where she is responsible for
addressing current and emerging policy and community issues that affect the company’s
interests across the US South. A member of the Florida Forestry Association’s Executive Committee, she chairs the
Association’s Environmental Committee. She has also served as chair of the Georgia Forestry Association’s Emerging
Leaders, Warnell’s Young Alumni Committee, and regularly mentors students and speaks to classes.

HARVARD PROMOTED

Krista Harvard has been promoted to Director of Business Operations at the Florida Forestry
Association.

Krista joined the Association team in 2019 as the office coordinator. A graduate of Florida State
University, she and her husband, Staige, live in Tallahassee with their son, Miles.
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RED-COCKADED
WOODPECKER
UPDATE

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS) is reclassifying
the red-cockaded woodpecker
from endangered to threatened
under the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended.

Data shows that the species’ status has improved to
the point that it is no longer in danger of extinction
across its entire range, although it still faces risks in
the foreseeable future. This rule became effective
November 25, 2024.

Learn more at bit.ly/RCWListing.

EUDR UPDATE

The European Parliament
has approved the European
Commission’s  proposal to
delay the EU Deforestation
Regulation (EUDR) for one year.

Oneamendment to the original proposal was approved.
It establishes a new “no risk” category of compliance
tiers. The critical benefit of a country qualifying as “no
risk” is that the onerous geolocation requirements
would not apply to countries in this tier.

Learn more at bit.ly/EUDRupdate

ASSOCIATION ADDRESS

The Association has phased out
the use of its P.O. Box. Please use
our street address instead:

402 East Jefferson Street
Tallahassee, FL 32301

www.FLForestry.org
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS! "/ E/ L c o ™| ©
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Many thanks to our new members who joined this I £
quarter and also to the people who recruited them!

ADC Development & Investment

Group, LLC
Alachua Brown LLC
Allen, John
Aragon, Cecilia
Aurelia Farms LLC
Awan, Rameen
Ballew, Dylan
Barth, Benjamin
Bass Farms Inc.
Batey, Frank
Berenson, Bailey
Buckles, Brendan
Burket, John
Campen Properties LLC
Conomos, Zachary
Davis, Grant
Dickinson, Lonna
Dixon, Bobby
Emmel Family Partners LTD
England, Savannah
Evans, Michael
FinnHarvest Inc.

Fowler, Haley

Gaskin, Alexander

Gurney, Alexander
Hanhikoski, Niko

Hargus, Greg

Hatchet Creek Tree Farm LLC
Hawley Farms LLC

Hebert, David

Hines, Renotia

Johns, Kenneth
Coleman & Johns & Johns Life Estate

Kleckner, Laura
Lander, Maya
Lavalle, Catrina
Leahy, Kevin

Lee, Karin

Loper, Adrianna
Lorenzen, Erik
Massias, Michelle
McAdoo, Larry
McKinney, Mark
McMillan, Joshua
OBI Materials
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Olson, William
Pardee, Paxton
Parrish, Lowell
Parsons, Kellie
Piironen, Eino
Preisser, Alexis

RCM Farms, Inc.
Reed, Caden
Reliable Site Solutions
Ritchie, Robert
Robertson, Chester
Rowell, William
Santos, Taija

Shachr, Liel
Shadburn, Jan
Shermyen, John
Swingle, Patricia
Taylor, Jacob

The Pridgeon Family Trust
Vinzant, Sandra
Wasdin, Brittany
Waters, Trenton
Williams, Goss “Bear”

COMMISSIONER WILTON
SIMPSON DELIVERS FRESH
FROM FLORIDA CHRISTMAS
TREES TO FLORIDA CAPITOL

Continuing a long-standing
tradition and kicking off the
Christmas Season at the Florida
Capitol, Florida Commissioner of
Agriculture Wilton Simpson this
week presented Florida-grown
Christmas trees to the offices of
Governor Ron DeSantis, Chief
Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis,
Florida Senate President Ben
Albritton, and Florida House
Speaker Daniel Perez. Commissioner Simpson is also
encouraging Floridians to support Florida Christmas
tree growers, many of whom were impacted by recent
hurricanes.

“Florida-grown Christmas trees bring a special touch
of home to the holiday season, and we're proud to
continue this tradition at the Florida Capitol. | want to
thank Bavarian Christmas Tree Farm and the Camacho
family for providing these beautiful trees that
represent the hard work and dedication of Florida’s
growers,” said Commissioner Simpson.

“Many of our growers have faced significant challenges
from recent storms, and now more than ever, it's
important to support local growers. By choosing
a Florida-grown Christmas tree, you're not only
celebrating the season but also helping to sustain
Florida agriculture.”

DON'T MISS OUT!
Do we have your contact
L—@M~ B information?

We want to make sure that all our members are
receiving all the benefits of belonging! If you are not
currently receiving our electronic communications,
please reach out to our Director of Membership,
Whitney Hough (Whitney@FLForestry.org) with your
email address. Don't miss out on all the Association’s
news, information, and events!

HUNTING FOR WAYS TO SAVE?

Partnering with Outdoor
Underwriters, Inc., the Association
offers our members special reduced
rates for liability insurance for
hunting leases and timberland. For
more information, please contact
Brittany Varn (850.222.5646 or
Brittany@FLForestry.org).

www.FLForestry.org
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Every $1 in dues generated = 1 point
Example: Friend of Forestry member @ $70 = 70 points

The recruiter with the most points (250 minimum)
on 12.31.24 wins!

HellOaN

Contact Whitney Hough (Whitney@FLForestry.org) for details.

FLORIDA FOREST SERVICE POSTS RECORD
YEAR FOR PRESCRIBED BURNS

By Tim Brown, FFS Communications Manager

ONE OF THE many benefits of prescribed burning is the prevention of
catastrophic wildfires, and the Florida Forest Service’s commitment to this
practice led to a recording-setting year during the 2023-2024 fiscal year.

“Prescribed fire is one of the best and most reliable tools we have to combat the dangers of wildfires in our state,
said Florida Commissioner of Agriculture Wilton Simpson. “We more than doubled last year's prescribed fire total,
confirming our agency’s commitment to protecting Florida’s homes, businesses, and natural resources in wildfire-
prone areas.”

In the past fiscal year — which ran from July 1, 2023, through June 30, 2024, the Florida Forest Service set a new
annual record by treating 277,818 total State Forest acres with prescribed fire. That more than doubled last year’s
prescribed fire total of 131,628 acres treated, surpassing the previous annual record of 246,104 acres from 2014-15.
Additionally, FFS set a new monthly record for prescribed fire this year, totaling 94,087 acres in February.

“I'm proud to say the Florida Forest Service has surpassed 200,000 acres prescribed burned in three of the past six
years," said Florida Forest Service Director Rick Dolan. “We also exceeded our annual goal of 266,059 acres entering
the fiscal year!”

Because of Florida’s fire-dependent ecosystems and year-round fire season, FFS administers one of the nation’s most
active prescribed fire programs. Prescribed burning is an important land management tool in Florida as it increases
forest health, improves wildlife habitat, enhances timber growth, and reduces the risk and severity of wildfires.

For the 2023 calendar year, FFS issued 48,129 open burning authorizations, allowing 2.4 million acres of land to be
managed with prescribed fire. In 2023, FFS was called on to suppress 2,444 wildfires that burned 64,143 acres of land,
and 190 homes were destroyed or damaged by wildfire. Because of this constant threat, FFS has prevention and
mitigation programs to help reduce wildfire risk.

The success of any organization is highly dependent on an engaged membership.
An easy and effective way to be active in the Association is through our committees:
Government Relations, TREEPAC, Environmental, Steering and Communications. To
learn more about the Association’s committees and their missions, please visit the
Association’s website at FLForestry.org/Resources/Programs/AssociationCommittees.

The Florida Forest Service, Florida Forestry Association, the University of
Florida (UF), and filmmakers from Untamed Science collaborated to create
a new “My Florida Forest Land” video series. The goal of this series is to help
Florida landowners learn about management tools and practices that improve

their forest lands.
Do you own a forest in Florida?

iis0;this series oF flasetor vl You can watch the videos at MyFLForest.land.

CONTACT WHITNEY HOUGH FOR DETAILS:
WHITNEY@FLFORESTRY.ORG

www.FLForestry.org
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soforest.com
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WIREGRASS
ECOLOGICAL

ASSOCIATES

229.246.5785

EQUIPMENT CO.
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JOHN DEERE

Your Local John Deere Forestry Equipment Dealer

Mobile, AL 251.456.1993  Perry, FL 850.584.9200
Pensacola, FL  850.476.0277  Jacksonville, FL 904.296.5000

Panama City, FL 850.769.4844  Lake City, FL 386.752.9544
Freeport, FL 850.835.3337  Palatka, FL 386.325.6268
Tallahassee, FL 850.575.5600  Ocala, FL 352.732.4646

beardequipment.com

FORESTRY LOANS

<%

>

FARM CREDIT
866.824.5626

farmcreditflorida.com

These advertisers make this publication possible.
Please support Pines & Needles by doing business with them!

CREDIT
UNION

Hellg

The Sunnyside of Money.

CHECKING. AUTO LOANS. CREDIT CARDS.

HelloCU.com | (850) 488-6781 | FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA-

IFCO

SEEDLINGS
LET'S GROW TOGETHER

1-800 - 633 - 4506
IFCOSEEDLINGS.COM

Nutrien

Solutions

Jeremy Miller

Branford, FL

(386) 623-0754
jeremy.miller@nutrien.com

Randy Rilling

Brewton, AL

(251) 363-2173
randy.rilling@nutrien.com

Great South Timher
and Lumber, LLC

Phone: 386-755-3046
Fax: 386-755-3048
PO Box 2249
Lake City FL 32056

AMERICAN FOREST
MANAGEMENT

|l\'m

americanforestmanagement.com
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TRUCK CENTER

Jacksonville —

(904) 354-3721  Lake City — (386) 754-8822

Visit us online at: www.nextrancorp.com

A logger’s best friend

Mizell Development, Inc.

P.0.Box 5011 « Callahan, FL 32011

Complete site prep for reforestation
Forest road construction and maintenance
Forest land conversion to agricultural use

ADAM J. MIZELL
President

Cell: (904) 545-0611
Adam@mizelldevelopment.com

WOODLANDS

Michael Leonard |Tom Smith

A
T

26855 AIRPORT ROAD
PUNTA GORDA, FL 33982
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LEGACY

ARBORIST | yppsroresters.com | WILDLIFE
SERVICES v SERVICES

(352) 588-2580
Creating a Legacy, Growing Your Future Since 1974

Tallahassee, FL San Antonio, FL Lake City, FL
B & BERLAND
Outdoo de & orida
o A o o oF! ered
o bring embe o N )
ompre o a \ (10 0
prod ordab R
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We Buy Timber & Land
m Stan Browning
Managing Member
IMBER
&LLAND,.c
Cell: 386-937-9712
1520 Highway 17 North Phone: 386-328-6969
P.0. Box 75 Fax: 386-328-5462

Bostwick, FL 32007 Email: Gatortimber@aol.com

: SUUTHERN
PLANTATI(]NS

| eeeeee
Pat Duane

Timberland Investment « Tmberland Acquisition * Timberland Sales

P.O. Box 5700 Phone: 352-867-8018
Ocala, Florida 34478-5700 Fax: 352-867-5311

MEEKS’ FARMS
& NURSERY, Inc ¢

187 Flanders Rd. * Kite, GA 31049

Deep Plug Container Pine Seedlings
Improved Longleaf, Advanced Generation Slash & Loblolly
Hardwoods & Seedlings Grown on Contract
MICKEY PARKER
Pensacola, Florida
Longleafmickeyp@bellsouth.net

Office 850-476-4815
Cell 850-572-3932

Official Publication of the
Florida Forestry Association
Post Office Box 1696
Tallahassee, FL 32302-1696
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SUPERIOR TREES, INC.
Phone (850) 971-5159  P.O. Drawer 9400
Fax (850) 971-5416 Lee, FL 32059
BAREROOT SEEDLINGS for reforestation, mitigation, wind-breaks,
wildlife management & Christmas tree stock.
Genetically & Morphologically improved pine seedlings, Rust Resistant
Slash & Loblolly pine seed sources. Longleaf pine bareroot & tublings.
Redcedar, Cypress, many native shrubs & hardwood species.
LARGER PLANTS available in 1-30g containers. Native trees, shrubs,
palms, wildflowers, vines & native grasses.

CONTRACT GROWING SERVICES AVAILABLE.

TimberMart-South

Timber Price Reporting Service
» Hardwood & Pine
* Stumpage & Delivered

* Logging Rates & Biomass

www.timbermart-south.com
tmart@timbermart-south.com
phone: 706-247-7660

fax: 706-389-9196

1860 Barnett Shoals Road, PMB 103-598
Athens GA 30605 USA

* Quarterly Reports
* Historical Data

FARM

BUREAU

INSURANCE

®

h Sawmills - Logistics -

BIZASLIEY  Specialized Logging
I ;TeIVI I  We buy hardwood, cypress
V and natural pine timber
770 Uvalda Hwy, Hazlehurst GA 31539
912-375-5174 e www.beasleygroup.com

TIMBER PURCHASES
LAND CLEARING (CHIPPING)
MULCHING MOWING

M. A
RIGONI INC.

M. A. RIGONI, INC.

2365 NORTH US 19 + PERRY, FL 32347

GARY A. BRETT
Vice-President
gary@marigoniinc.com

Office 850-584-7030

Timberland and

—~ Agricultural
kfﬁf}&{ Property Valuation
SERVICES

Scott Brodbeck

High Springs 386.454.1121
www.legacyappraisal.biz

A

Serving the Forest Products Industry for over 30 years

‘ AssuredPartners

Office 850-997-2533

Ric Stoutamire
Cell 850-251-5704

Ryan Pavlik
Cell 352-804-3374

com

com

Representing Bitco Insurance Company

Earl Bacon Agency
Insurance * Bonds
John R. Nylen, Jr.

Account Executive

P.O. Box 12039 * Independent Insurance Agent
3131 Lonnbladh Road e« Professional Insurance Agent
Tallahassee, FL 32308 Business Phone: (850) 878-2121
1-800-369-0161 Fax: (850) 877-6396

LUMBER « TRUSSES » WOOD PRODUCTS MFG. « SAW MILLS

866-395-5440
! LANDM A R K| www.landmarkspatialsolutions.com

Foredt Tec [ogqﬁm;phﬂed [

= Rugged & Accurate GPS under canopy

= Simple Mapping or ArcGIS Pro/Online

& Tree Measurement Tools <X
© Accurate Forest Inventory—TCruise

= Drones for Inspection & Mapping

™ Efficient Load Ticketing and Reporting

Spatial Solutions, LLC

T.W. Byrd’s Sons, Inc.

~ Timber Buyers -

Phone: 386.935.1544
Fax: 386.935.38684

11860 EUS 27
Branford. FL 32008

Formerly Known as Hartsock Sawmill

South Eastern
Timber Corp.

We buy hardwood logs
for manufacture of timber mats

2939 E. Hartsock Sawmill Rd. Ph: 954-752-3800
Lady Lake, FL 32159 Fax: 954-340-5596
www.crane-mats.com setimber@aol.com

Ask about

FREE SHIPPING'

“By Loggers,
for Loggers
since 1990”

904.845.7133 — www.swpa.ag

A W. Powers Forestry, Inc.

Forestry Consultants

| Oldcastle APG

A CRH COMPANY

Y
enviva

* Site Preparation & Planting Assistance

BRISTOL PROCUREMENT MANAGER | GRACEVILLE PROCUREMENT MaNAgeR | * Timber Sale Assistance * Forest Management Plans Samantha Davis
. * Timber Cruising * Forest Management Procurement Manager
mleonard@rex-lumber.com | tsmith@rex-lumber.com | «Timber Marking _* Timber Appraisals Oldcastle Lawn & Garden Southeast
ph: 850.643.2238 x 117 | ph: 850.263.2056 x 261 * *Computerized Mapping Cell: 863-232-9661
5 - 2800 S.E. 26th Place Phone (352) 463-1300 samantha.davis@oldcastle.com
(8506438936 ¢:850.643.8966 Trenton, Florida 32693 Fax (352) 463-1314 www.crhamericas.com

Proud to be part of
Florida’s forestry community

com | www. com | + 1 (850) 579 4846

LONGMAN
WALKER

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

LLW| i

Contact Allan J. Charles
850.222.5702 | acharl}s@llw-la com

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

Blanton’s
LONGLEAF CONTAINER NURSERY

MADISON - FLORIDA
We specialize in Top Quality Containerized Improved & Natural
Stand Longleaf | Improved Generation Slash & Loblolly /
Hardwood Seedlings for Timber & Wildlife / Contract Growing
C.J. (Jay) Blanton III (Cell 850-566-1884) 1091 NE Daylily Ave
Jason M. Blanton (Cell 850-566-7175) ~ Madison, FL 32340
C.J. Blanton Jr. (Cell 850-673-7421)  Phone/Fax 850-973-2967

L

www.FLForestry.org
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