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WELCOME TO JIM KARELS

The Executive Committee
is pleased to announce the
addition of Jim Karels to the
Association team. They have
contracted with Karels, former
State Forester/Director of the
Florida Forest Service, to serve
as Executive Director during the current transition.

Karels will lead the Association in coordination with Interim
Executive Vice President Brittany Varn.

“Jim's expertise across the whole forestry spectrum will
be invaluable,” said Varn. “We are all looking forward to
working with him to lead forestry into this new era. The
industry is facing more than its fair share of challenges
right now, but we are committed to pursuing solutions and
charting new strategies for success.”

Jim may be reached at Jim@FLForestry.org or 850.228.7763.
Brittany may be reached at Brittany@FLForestry.org or
850.524.4577.

2025 ANNUAL MEETING & TRADE SHOW

The Association hosted its 2025 Annual Meeting &
Trade Show, August 26-28, at the Sandestin Golf and
Beach Resort. Highlights included a slate of excellent
speakers, multiple networking events, and silent and
live auctions.

One of our favorite parts of the Annual Meeting is
honoring some of our best and brightest. This year's
award-winners are featured below:

Distinguished Service Award:
John Alter

The Association’s Distinguished
Service Award celebrates those
leaders whose lifetime achievements
have positively impacted the
trajectory of the Association.

Alter, left, with Association
President Avery Roberts

John Alter has a distinguished
resume of service to the
Association. A longtime, active member of its
Communications Committee, he also has served on
the Board of Directors for more than a decade. He has
previously been honored with the Association’s Above
& Beyond award and recognized, along with his wife
Elizabeth, as the Florida Outstanding Tree Farmer.

Fall 2025

John spearheaded the Forestry in the Classroom project
as part of Florida Forests Week. It now brings the
Association’s message on the value of working forests
to all 16 fourth grade classes in his home county.

John also originated a letter-writing campaign to
boost membership that has been replicated by other
leaders across the state with great success. He has
hosted a membership meeting at the historic Bascom
Schoolhouse in Jackson County several years ago and a
congressional tour to showcase his area’s recovery after
Hurricane Michael.

As a former public relations professional and journalist,
John is a prolific writer and an expert spokesperson for
forestry. In addition to the articles and letters to the editor
he has written himself, the Association has guided many
local, state and national reporters his way, including the
Wall Street Journal and most recently Florida Trend.

Above & Beyond Award:
Sandy Touchton and
Paul Byrd

The Association’s Above &

Beyond award recognizes

those who can usually be

- found going the extra mile...

Paul and Sandy with Association Vice  those who become the “go-

President Wesley Carter to” person in any group they

join... those whose service

and commitment to the Association is always a step beyond
what is expected.

For more than two decades, Paul and Sandy have been
the heartbeat of our Silent—and now Live—Auctions.

Year after year, they contribute outstanding auction
items and countless hours of their time. They are there
through it all, including the critical auction closeout—
staying late to ensure every bidder gets the correct items.

Paul and Sandy never seek the spotlight, but their
generosity shines brightly. They are always ready to
lend a hand and never hesitate to go Above & Beyond.
As a result, they have been instrumental in making our
auction a highlight of the Annual Meeting year after year.

Paul and Sandy have a combined 49 years in the forest
industry. When they’re not supporting the Association,
they love traveling and cherishing time with family.
One of their favorite destinations—no surprise—is our
Annual Meeting, which they look forward to every year.
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Jon Gould
Outstanding Tree
Farmer of the Year:
Boyles Tree Farm

Florida’s Outstanding
Tree Farmer of the
Year Award honors
the memory of Mr.
Jon Gould, a respected
member of Florida’s Tree Farm Program State Committee
and a proud Tree Farmer and advocate for forestry for more
than 30 years throughout the southeast.

From left — Tree Farm President John Nash,
Linda and Joe Boyles, and Association Vice
President Wesley Carter

Boyles Tree Farm began in 1942 when Eugene Boyles,
then a 22-year-old lieutenant in the Army and 1941
graduate of the University of Florida School of
Agriculture, purchased a 365-acre farm near his parents
in Suwannee County, FL. For half a century, Eugene was at
the helm and added additional timber tracts amounting
to 1,145 acres.

After Eugene’s death in 1991, the management of Boyles
Tree Farm conferred to his two sons; Joe and Fred, who
have doubled the size of BTF to 2,235 acres, including
tracts in Hamilton, Madison and Suwannee Counties.

The brothers work closely with the third generation of
the Boyles family to facilitate succession and continue the
family’s stewardship legacy. Currently, nine descendants
of Eugene and Frances own the properties.

Boyles Tree Farm has been certified in American Tree Farm
System (ATFS) for over 50 years. Since 2018, all the pine
plantations have been hand-planted with containerized,
genetically improved seedlings, as available. They market
timber products, hunting leases, pine straw, and real
estate. Some stands are enrolled in the carbon market.

Logger of the Year:
Chad Ward

The Logger of the Year
award recognizes
those loggers who
maintain an excellent
reputation with fellow
industry members
and landowners, demonstrate exemplary contributions and
exceed industry expectations.

The Ward family

Chad is a third-generation logger and proud owner of
Chad Ward Enterprise, Inc., established in July 2001. Chad
followed in the footsteps of his grandfather, Nolan Ward,
who began logging in the late 1950’s after returning from
World War I, and his father, Dean Ward, who took over in
the mid-1960’s.

continued on next page>

www.FLForestry.org



Chad learned the intricacies of the logging industry under
his father’s mentorship. He credits both his grandfather
and father, whom he considers the finest men he’s ever
known, for instilling in him the values of being a devoted
son, husband, father, and honest businessman through
their exemplary leadership.

For Chad, working alongside family is the greatest gift
he could ask for. Starting his career with shovel logging,
Chad adapted to market shifts by transitioning to upland
logging and later embracing whole tree chipping to
support hill logging operations. This pivot was driven
by a new biomass market in Gainesville, which later
enabled his business to expand into an export market
supplying Turkey.

Chad’s resilience, family legacy, and commitment to
integrity continue to drive the success of his enterprise.

Legislator of the Year (Senate):
Senator Erin Grall

Advocacy is at the heart of all that the
Association does. The Legislator of the Year
award honors those lawmakers who have
proven to be champions for Florida forestry
Senator Erin Grall  jn the state capitol.

Senator Erin Grall has consistently been a champion
for Florida’s agriculture and silviculture industries. She
was a key voice in the development and passage of the
Agriculture and Timber disaster packages in the wake of
Hurricane Idelia.

She continues to be an advocate for programs such as
Rural and Family Lands, Florida Forever, and the Florida
Wildlife Corridor.

During the 2025 session, Senator Grall stepped up to
the plate for Florida’s forest industry and championed
efforts to get Tall Mass Timber recognized in the Florida
Building Code. True to form, she took every opportunity
to learn about mass timber products and the Florida
Building Code process. The language was ultimately
removed from the bill. However, thanks to her good
fight, the issue was brought into the limelight, gained
the attention it needed, and is teed up to return in
another forum.

Legislator of the Year
(House): Representative
“Griff” Griffitts

Representative “Griff”
Griffitts has proven time and
| again to be a champion for
”“ rural communities and the

Representative Grifftts with industries which are critical
Association Vice President Wesley to the economic stability

Carter and lobbyist Jim Spratt and character of those

communities.

During the 2025 session, Representative Griffitts
took the House lead on the “Rural Renaissance”
legislation. Although the legislation did not pass, it
forced a productive discussion and focus on our rural
communities. Including everything from infrastructure,
to roads, education, and health care, the unique bill was a

strong sign of interest in helping our rural communities.
It likely will be a starting point for legislation in 2026.

More specific to Florida’s forest industry, Representative
Griffitts carried the House companion bill to Senator
Grall’'s mass timber legislation. He actively worked
with his House colleagues on the language, but it
was removed from the bill in the last committee stop.
However, his actions were an important part on shining
some much-needed light onto the building code process.

Jim Stevenson Resource Manager of
the Year: Charlie Pedersen

This award recognizes land managers
from the Department of Environmental
Protection, the Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services Florida Forest
Service, and the Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission, who have
demonstrated exceptional leadership and dedication to the
protection and management of Florida’s natural resources.

Charlie Pedersen

Charlie Pedersen serves as the center biologist at the
Waccasassa Forestry Center. Over the course of his 28-
year career, he has worked across a dozen state forests.

Charlie’s contributions to the state of Florida most
notably include his role in the downlisting of the Red
Cockaded Woodpecker, being the driving force behind
restoration of the federally listed Etoniah Rosemary, and
his mentorship to many successful state lands managers.
He has also demonstrated outstanding leadership in
invasive species management.

Charlie has also been integral in the adoption of
the Florida Forest Service’s new drone program. By
integrating drones into prescribed fire practices, Charlie
has not only increased the safety and effectiveness of
fire crews on the ground but also played a pivotal role in
enhancing ecosystem restoration efforts.

Audubon Florida
Sustainable Forestry
Award

Each  year,  Audubon
Florida is proud to
, 3 celebrate the significance
Audubon Florida Fxecutive Director Julie ~ of ~ forestry to  Florida’s
Wraithmell, Dan Roach, and Association  natural — resources by
Vice President Wesley Carter presenting our Sustainable
Forester of the Year Award
to an individual who is helping elevate the industry’s
visibility and importance to conservation.

This year, Audubon Florida Executive Director Julie
Wraithmell was humbled to be able to recognize a giant
in Florida's sustainable forestry space, Dan Roach, upon
his retirement from Rayonier. Over the course of his 30+
year career, Dan’s work mirrored the very emergence of
sustainability, and he was at the forefront of collaborations
on everything from gopher tortoise conservation to
pioneering industry standards for sustainable forestry.

His early years in field gave him the credibility to speak
authentically about the work even in his later years,
when he spent more time meeting in board rooms than

cruising timber. His trademark humor and focus on
commonsense solutions helped him assemble broad
coalitions of unconventional partners, all aligned behind
Florida’s working forests.

Audubon recognizes that forests protect our watersheds,
provide wildlife habitat, capture carbon and support rural
economies. It is proud to celebrate Dan Roach’s career
and his contributions to this essential part of Florida’s
landscape.

Flﬂﬂl%gESTS

We all know the many benefits
that Florida forests provide —
now it’s time to share that
message with others!

Sunday,
October 26 -

Saturday,
November 1

BRING FORESTRY | POST ON

LETTERS
INTO THE SOCIAL | TO THE
CLASSROOM MEDIR | EDITOR

SPEAK AT
LOCAL CLUBS

Learn more!

www.bit.ly/FLForestsWeek

) FORESTRY FEATURED
F= IN FLORIDA TREND

b fl Florida Trend reporter Brittney
Miller spent several days talking
with people in the industry,
listening to their stories and
learning about our challenges

and opportunities. The result is
insightful coverage coupled with artistic imagery.

“We're in a difficult time in our industry right now. It's
a critical time. But a lot of good things can come out
of tough times,” (Association President Avery Roberts,
pictured) says. “When there’s tough times in a family,
it unifies the family. That’s where we need to be in the
forest industry. Our family needs to be unified. And we're
getting there.”

Read the story at bit.ly/FLTRENDFORESTRY.

www.FLForestry.org



MASTER LOGGER
TRAINING SCHEDULE

Core Training
October 16 - Virtual

UF/IFAS SCHOOL OF FOREST, FISHERIES, & GEOMATICS SCIENCES

FLATWOODS

Saturday, November 1 @ 8:30 a.m.

On the trails of Austin Cary Forest
10625 NE Waldo Rd, Gainesville, FL 32609

Register online at:
https://runsignup.com/Flatwoods5K
or scan the OR code!

FLORIDA
* ) FORESTRY
ASSOCIATION

FLATWOODS 5K

Ready for a day of fitness, fun, and forestry? Lace up for
the 2025 Flatwoods 5K!

Join us Saturday, November 1 at 8:30 a.m. on the
beautiful trails of Austin Cary Forest in Gainesville, FL.
Run, walk, or just come enjoy the day—this is a family-
friendly event you won't want to miss!

What to expect:
+ Scenic 5K through the forest
« Delicious food trucks
+ Local beer on tap
+ Fun and educational activities for the whole family

Location: 10625 NE Waldo Rd, Gainesville, FL 32609
Register: runsignup.com/Flatwoods5K or
scan the QR code on the flyer!

This event is presented by the UF/IFAS School of Forest,
Fisheries, & Geomatics Sciences in partnership with the
Florida Forestry Association.

VOGEL SELECTED FOR FLORIDA
AGRICULTURAL HALL OF FAME

Florida Commissioner of Agriculture
Wilton Simpson and the Florida
Agricultural Hall of Fame Foundation
have announced Woody Larson,
Dennis Wedgworth, and Jack Vogel as
2026 Florida Agricultural Hall of Fame
Inductees. Since 1980, the Florida
Agricultural Hall of Fame has honored men and
women who have made lasting contributions to
agriculture in this state and to the mentoring of our
youth, who represent the future of agriculture in
Florida. The induction ceremony will be held at the
Florida State Fair's Agricultural Hall of Fame Banquet
on February 10, 2026.

“Florida agriculture is stronger today because of
leaders like Woody Larson, Dennis Wedgworth, and
Jack Vogel,” said Commissioner Wilton Simpson.
“Each of these inductees represents the very best
of our industry — visionary leadership, service to
community, and a lifelong commitment to ensuring
agriculture remains at the heart of Florida’s economy
and way of life”

More information on the Florida Agricultural Hall
of Fame, inductees, and the banquet can be found
at FloridaAgHallofFame.org

FLORIDA
5 FORESTRY

2025 MEMBERSHIP
CONTEST

Prize: $250 Visa Gift card compliments of
HellOo N
~—

Every $1in dues generated =1point
Example: Friend of Forestry member @ $70 = 70 points

The recruiter with the most points (250 minimum) on 12.31.25 wins!

Contact Whitney Hough (Whitney @FLForestry.org) for details.

CLE TRAINING WORKSHOPS

December 11 - Virtual

For more information and to register, go to
bit.ly/LoggerTraining
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

We are excited to welcome these businesses and
individuals:

Ackerman, Charity

Blackmer, Brian

Coosa

F. A. Boyd & Sons, Inc.

Glenn, Kaylyn

Granger, Ellen

Gray, Forrest

Griner, Walker Riggs

Hays, Michael

Jefferies, Tom

Lee, Bryan

LSC Properties LLC

Montgomery, Brian

Nancy McDaniel Holley Revocable Trust
Putnam Land Conservancy

Ridgecrest Farm LLC

Sindel, Tom

Wooten Farm Land LLC

HUNTING FOR WAYS TO SAVE?

Did you know Association members
receive special reduced rates for liability
insurance for hunting leases and
timberland from Outdoor Underwriters?
For more information, please contact
Brittany Varn (850.222.5646) or
Brittany@FLForestry.org.

GET INVOLVED!

The success of any organization
depends on an engaged membership.
An easy and effective way to be active
in the Association is through our
committees: Government Relations,
TREEPAC, Environmental, Steering
and Communications.

To join a committee, go to bit.ly/FLForestryCommittees

www.FLForestry.org
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soforest.com

WIREGRASS
ECOLOGICAL

ASSOCIATES

SOUTHERN
FORESTRY
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229.246.5785
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EQUIPMENT CO. JOHN DEERE

Your Local John Deere Forestry Equipment Dealer

Mobile, AL 251.456.1993  Perry, FL 850.584.9200
Pensacola, FL  850.476.0277  Jacksonville, FL 904.296.5000

Panama City, FL 850.769.4844  Lake City, FL  386.752.9544
Freeport, FL 850.835.3337  Palatka, FL 386.325.6268
Tallahassee, FL 850.575.5600 Ocala, FL 352.732.4646

Nutrien

Solutions

Jeremy Miller

Branford, FL

(386) 623-0754
jeremy.miller@nutrien.com

Randy Rilling

Brewton, AL

(251) 363-2173
randy.rilling@nutrien.com

and Lumber, LLC
Phone: 386-755-3046
Fax: 386-755-3048
PO Box 2249
Lake City FL 32056

AMERICAN FOREST
MANAGEMENT

|l\'m

americanforestmanagement.com

Ala a 386 8.6344 aria

a 850 6 0

877-518-5263

SaundersRealEstate.com

RAN

TRUCK CENTER

Jacksonville —

(904) 354-3721  Lake City — (386) 754-8822

Visit us online at: www.nextrancorp.com
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Mizell Development, Inc.

P.0.Box 5011 « Callahan, FL 32011

Complete site prep for reforestation
Forest road construction and maintenance
Forest land conversion to agricultural use

ADAM J. MIZELL Cell:(904) 545-0611
President Adam@mizelldevelopment.com
ODOD f D =

Michael Leonard |Tom Smith
BRISTOL PROCUREMENT MANAGER | GRACEVILLE PROCUREMENT MANAGER

mieonard@rex-lumber.com | tsmith@rex-lumber.com
ph: 850.643.2238 x 117 | ph: 850.263.2056 x 261
Q850.643.8936 c: 850.643.8966
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26855 AIRPORT ROAD
PUNTA GORDA, FL 33982
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SUPERIOR TREES, INC.
Phone (850) 971-5159  P.O. Drawer 9400
Fax (850) 971-5416 Lee, FL 32059

BAREROOT SEEDLINGS for reforestation, mitigation, wind-breaks,
wildlife management & Christmas tree stock.

Genetically & Morphologically improved pine seedlings, Rust Resistant
Slash & Loblolly pine seed sources. Longleaf pine bareroot & tublings.
Redcedar, Cypress, many native shrubs & hardwood species.

LARGER PLANTS available in 1-30g containers. Native trees, shrubs,
palms, wildflowers, vines & native grasses.

CONTRACT GROWING SERVICES AVAILABLE.
RRARAAAALLAALAAAARRALALLARRRAARLARRRLAARURRRRLARRRARARRRK

Tire Ballast Service of Florida
Mobile OTR Tire
Sales & Service

352-238-1636

Rim Guard Beet Juice Tire Ballast
T| reBaIIastSerwceOfFIonda com

R

Earl Bacon Agency
Insurance * Bonds
John R. Nylen, Jr.

Account Executive

P.O. Box 12039 * Independent Insurance Agent
3131 Lonnbladh Road e« Professional Insurance Agent
Tallahassee, FL 32308 Business Phone: (850) 878-2121
1-800-369-0161 Fax: (850) 877-6396

LUMBER + TRUSSES + WOOD PRODUCTS MFG. « SAW MILLS

A W. Powers Forestry, Inc.
Forestry Consultants

* Site Preparation & Planting Assistance

beardequipment.com

FORESTRY LOANS
()

>

@ FARM CREDIT
* 866.824.5626

farmcreditflorida.com

These advertisers make this publication possible.
Please support Pines & Needles by doing business with them!

CREDIT
UNION

Hellg

The Sunnyside of Money.

CHECKING. AUTO LOANS. CREDIT CARDS.

HelloCU.com | (850) 488-6781 | FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA-

Great South Timher

L=
LEGACY
ARBORIST
SERVICES

NRPSFORESTERS.COM &‘]{“\[,’I"C‘ e
(352) 588-2580

Creating a Legacy, Growing Your Future Since 1974

Tallahassee, FL san Antonio, FL Lake City, FL

B & BERLA )
Outdoor Und 8 orid
ore A o o p d
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omp e ore \ | ' 0
prod at affordab
0 orid = o doo d
We Buy Timber & Land
aw,’ Stan Browning
Managing Member
IMBER
&LLAND, .
Cell: 386-937-9712
1520 Highway 17 North Phone: 386-328-6969

P.0. Box 75
Bostwick, FL 32007

Fax: 386-328-5462
Email: Gatortimber@aol.com

PLANTATI(]NS

:l: SUUTHERN
Pat Duane

Timberland Investment « Tmberland Acquisition * Timberland Sales

P.O. Box 5700
Ocala, Florida 34478-5700

Phone: 352-867-8018
Fax: 352-867-5311

IFCO

SEEDLINGS
LET’S GROW TOGETHER

1-800 - 633 - 4506
IFCOSEEDLINGS.COM

MEEKS’ FARMS
& NURSERY, Inc ¢

187 Flanders Rd. * Kite, GA 31049

Deep Plug Container Pine Seedlings
Improved Longleaf, Advanced Generation Slash & Loblolly
Hardwoods & Seedlings Grown on Contract
MICKEY PARKER
Pensacola, Florida
Longleafmickeyp@bellsouth.net

Office 850-476-4815
Cell 850-572-3932

Official Publication of the
Florida Forestry Association
402 East Jefferson St.
Tallahassee, FL 32301-1818

Address Service Requested

TimberMart-South

Timber Price Reporting Service
» Hardwood & Pine
* Stumpage & Delivered

* Logging Rates & Biomass
* Quarterly Reports

www.timbermart-south.com
tmart@timbermart-south.com
phone: 706-247-7660

fax: 706-389-9196

1860 Barnett Shoals Road, PMB 103-598
Athens GA 30605 USA

* Historical Data

FARM

BUREAU

INSURANCE

®

ram

Sawmills - Logistics -
BIEASIIZY  Specialized Logging
[ GROUP__|
e o

We buy hardwood, cypress
770 Uvalda Hwy, Hazlehurst GA 31539

Timberland and

—~ Agricultural
kfﬁf}fﬁ Property Valuation
SERVICES

Scott Brodbeck

High Springs 386.454.1121
www.legacyappraisal.biz

A

Serving the Forest Products Industry for over 30 years

‘ AssuredPartners

Office 850-997-2533

and natural pine timber
912-375-5174 e www.beasleygroup.com
@& LLW |5

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Contact Allan J. Charles
850.222.5702 | acharlg@llw-la com

Ric Stoutamire
Cell 850-251-5704

Ryan Pavlik
Cell 352-804-3374

com

Representing Bitco Insurance Company

Your Maintenance Supply Company

LAINE
INDUSTRIES,
INC.
Kenneth Cox

3310 NW U.S. Hwy. 41
Lake City, Florida 32055
kcox@laineindustries.com

Toll Free: 800-854-0740
Phone: 386-758-1908
Fax: 386-758-7977

T.W. Byrd’s Sons, Inc.

~ Timber Buyers -

11860 EUS 27
Branford. FL 32008

Phone: 386.935.1544
Fax: 386.935.38684

Ask about

FREE SHIPPING'

| Oldcastle APG

A CRH COMPANY

* Timber Sale Assistance * Forest Management Plans
*

Timber Cruising * Forest Management
* Timber Marking * Timber Appraisals
* Computerized Mapping
2800 S.E. 26th Place Phone (352) 463-1300
Trenton, Florida 32693 Fax (352) 463-1314

Samantha Davis
Procurement Manager
Oldcastle Lawn & Garden Southeast
Cell: 863-232-9661
samantha.davis@oldcastle.com
www.crhamericas.com

“By Loggers,
for Loggers

i since 1990”
Loggers

904.845.7133 — www.swpa.ag

s/
enviva
Proud to be part of
Florida’s forestry community

com | www. com | + 1 (850) 579 4846

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

Blanton’s
LONGLEAF CONTAINER NURSERY

MADISON - FLORIDA
We specialize in Top Quality Containerized Improved & Natural
Stand Longleaf | Improved Generation Slash & Loblolly /
Hardwood Seedlings for Timber & Wildlife / Contract Growing
C.J. (Jay) Blanton III (Cell 850-566-1884) 1091 NE Daylily Ave
Jason M. Blanton (Cell 850-566-7175) ~ Madison, FL 32340
C.J. Blanton Jr. (Cell 850-673-7421)  Phone/Fax 850-973-2967

L

www.FLForestry.org




