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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

By EDWARD COLE, Florida Forestry Association President

I AM HAPPY TO REPORT 

THAT WE ARE AS STRONG 

AS EVER: OUR MEMBERSHIP 

IS ACTIVE AND ENGAGED; 

OUR PARTNERSHIPS WITH 

OTHER GROUPS ARE 

GROWING IN SIZE AND 

STRENGTH; THE FORESTRY 

STORY IS BEING TOLD 

ACROSS THE STATE AND 

ACROSS GENERATIONS; 

AND OUR VOICE IS BEING 

HEARD IN TALLAHASSEE 

AND IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Each new year is a blank canvas, and 2020 provides a special opportunity to 
take stock of events and lessons of the past while looking forward to our 
vision for the future.

In this issue, we see glimpses of both. State Forester Jim Karels, a longstanding 
figure in Florida’s forest community, provides his own reflections as he prepares for 
his upcoming retirement. Jim’s visionary leadership has spanned decades, changing 
the face and the future of forestry in our state and across the nation for the better.

Among many other achievements, Jim has played a pivotal role in recovery from 
the destruction of Hurricane Michael.  In November, a historical first was announced: 
United States Department of Agriculture block grants for forestry. These funds 
will enable and encourage many landowners to complete clean-up and reforest. 

We remain grateful to USDA Secretary Sonny Perdue, our congressional dele-
gation, Governor Ron DeSantis, Agriculture Commissioner Nikki Fried, the Florida 
Forest Service, and the many others who helped secure this very important sup-
port for our industry in Northwest Florida. We are also appreciative of those in the 
media who worked with us to share forestry’s story by highlighting the realities of the 
hurricane’s aftermath. Details on the available programs can be found on page 11. 

We also shine the spotlight on other visionary leaders in our Award Winning 
Forestry section, which focuses on Association members who have been honored 
for their contributions to Florida forestry. The Association would not be the same 
without them and neither would Florida forestry.

Preparing for the future, the Association has strengthened our partnerships with 
two statewide educational groups, Florida Agriculture in the Classroom (FAITC) 
and Project Learning Tree (PLT). Snapshots features photos from the launch of this 
year’s FAITC ag literacy book, Forever There’s a Forest. Through FAITC ‘s volunteer 
program, the book will be read to students in every county of our state. Working 
with these groups and with the Florida Forestry Teachers’ Tour helps ensure that 
the forestry story is shared with the leaders of today and tomorrow.

The Association has also partnered with the University of Florida/IFAS School 
of Forest Resources and Conservation on a needs assessment survey. The survey 
provides valuable insight into potential research and outreach topics that are most 
important to our members as we strive to move forestry forward. The results of the 
survey are outlined in New University of Florida Research Is Helping Florida Foresters.

I am proud of all that the Association has accomplished over the past year and  
excited about our plans for the future.  And I am happy to report that we are as 
strong as ever: our membership is active and engaged; our partnerships with other 
groups are growing in size and strength; the forestry story is being told across the 
state and across generations; and our voice is being heard in Tallahassee and in 
Washington, D.C. 

In short, we have achieved much and we are working hard to achieve more. We 
are fulfilling our mission and expanding our vision. 

Thank you for your part in these efforts. And thank you for the opportunity to 
serve. •
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FEATURE

A FOND FAREWELL FROM

JIM KARELS
AS THE END of my tenure with the Flor-
ida Forest Service draws near, I remain 
convinced that people are our most 
valuable resource. Building and devel-
oping partnerships across our state and 
country have been the key to my nearly 
40-year career. Without partnerships, 
there is no success in ensuring Florida’s 
forests are protected and sustainably 
managed for future generations.

My first memory of being called into 
a role requiring leadership in various 

quickly discovered that we were work-
ing toward the same goal, utilizing all 
available resources to protect Florida.

Everyone wants to be heard and 
understood, and I believe the time we 
invested with each other that day was 
a pivotal point in what has become a 
long-standing partnership between the 
Florida Forest Service, the Association 
and the industry. When we take time 
to listen to others as much as we 
want to be heard, we will find greater 

capacities on multiple levels was dur-
ing Florida’s 1998 wildfires. It was a cat-
astrophic time that greatly impacted 
our forest industry, our people and our 
citizens. Those fires forced me to com-
municate, relying on relationships and 
partnerships I had and developing new 
ones.

I will never forget meeting with a land-
owner after a very large wildfire dur-
ing those years. We didn’t know each 
other before that day, but both of us 
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understanding, respect and perspective 
– which leads to stronger partnerships 
and a stronger forest industry.

In May 2008, during the lowest point 
of The Great Recession, I was appointed 
and assumed the role of State Forester 
and Director of then Florida Division of 
Forestry. Florida’s forest industry gen-
erated $14.3 billion in total output that 
year – a number we hadn’t seen since 
2002 and a 25% decrease from just one 
year prior.

Thankfully, former Commissioner of 
Agriculture Charles Bronson allowed me 
to continue the process of building stron-
ger relationships within the industry and 
with the Florida Forestry Association – 
coming together as one for the benefit 
of the industry and its people.

Today, Florida’s 17 million-plus acres 
of forestland covers nearly half of the 
state’s land area, generating more than 

$25 billion in total revenue and support 
for more than 124,000 jobs. In addition, 
the Florida Forest Service has become 
a nationwide leader in prescribed fire, 
burning more than 2.3 million acres per 
year statewide. What I am most proud of 
with the prescribed fire program is that 
we have continued to increase the acres 
burned amid Florida’s rapidly growing 
population. None of this would be pos-
sible without all of us working together 
to build sustainable forests.

I would be remiss not to acknowl-
edge Working Forests Week – a con-
cept established in 2015 in partnership 
with the Florida Forestry Association 
that aims to expand the voice of for-
estry to civic groups, schools and edu-
cators across the state. Working Forests 
Week, along with the nearly 20-year his-
tory of the Florida Forestry Teachers’ 
Tour, are highly successful initiatives that 

deserve ongoing attention and sup-
port to continue increasing awareness 
of Florida’s forests. With partners across 
the industry – including private landown-
ers, The Nature Conservancy, Audubon 
Florida, Florida’s Water Management 

Districts, the Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Commission, the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection, the University 
of Florida IFAS, Rayonier, West Rock, 
Project Learning Tree and so many more 
– we have expanded our platform to 
not only talk about the value and impor-
tance of Florida’s forests, but encourage 
future generations to join us in this highly 
rewarding industry.

The industry’s growth and accom-
plishments over the last decade did not 
come without tragedy for our Florida 
Forest Service family. Unhesitatingly, the 

 WHEN WE TAKE TIME 
TO LISTEN TO OTHERS 

AS MUCH AS WE WANT 
TO BE HEARD, WE 

WILL FIND GREATER 
UNDERSTANDING, RESPECT 
AND PERSPECTIVE – WHICH 

LEADS TO STRONGER 
PARTNERSHIPS AND 

A STRONGER FOREST 
INDUSTRY.

Jim Karels with Florida Forestry Association Executive Vice President Alan Shelby.
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lowest point in my career was on June 
20, 2011 when we lost two of our own, 
Joshua Burch and Brett Fulton, in the 
Blue Ribbon fire. Leading families and 
your people through line-of-duty deaths 
of their fellow firefighters is something 
no leader wants to do. The loss of these 
brave men tested and challenged me 
personally.

I had to resist my instinct to withdraw 
and stay busy, avoiding the depth of the 
pain we were all experiencing. It was my 
responsibility to take point and prioritize 
honoring the loss of our brothers. I could 
not have done this without the support 
of the industry – the Association, other 
state forestry agencies, local industry 
partners and more – you all moved in 
and allowed us to step away and be with 
our people, take care of the families and 
begin learning from one of the darkest 
times in our agency’s history. This expe-
rience demonstrates the epitome of our 
forest industry, and I am beyond grateful 
to be part of such a community.

One of the greatest privileges dur-
ing my time as Director is co-founding 
Operation Outdoor Freedom, a program 
that provides recreational opportunities 
to wounded veterans on state forests, 
agricultural and private lands throughout 
Florida. Since 2009, Operation Outdoor 
Freedom has manifested into more than 
anyone could have planned. We have 
witnessed the outdoor experiences 
evolve into safe environments where all 
generations of veterans come together 

– a place where their sense of purpose 
is renewed, and new bonds cultivate a 
broader support system. The veterans 
have impacted me personally with their 
stories of valor and unending courage. 
I consider it an honor to have had the 
opportunity to not only meet some of 
Florida’s greatest, but to spend time with 
them and now call them friends. 

I want to thank former Commissioner 
of Agriculture Adam Putnam for his lead-
ership and support of the Florida Forest 
Service’s initiative to give back to the 
men and women who have served our 

country. Thank you also to our partners 
who have joined us in this endeavor, share 
our vision and see the value – the Florida 
Forestry Association, the Florida Fish 
and Wildlife Conservation Commission, 
the National Wild Turkey Foundation, 
Florida’s Water Management Districts, 
and private forest and ranching landown-
ers across the state – they are the key to 
our continuing to provide opportunities 
to Florida’s wounded veterans.

Last year, we witnessed Hurricane 
Michael ravage the Panhandle, resulting 
in one of the single-most devastating 

The Reforestation Advantage
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IN A STATE THAT HAS GROWN TO 22 
MILLION PEOPLE – MORE THAN DOUBLE 
SINCE I JOINED THE AGENCY IN 1985 – I 

AM CONFIDENT IN ALL THAT IS AHEAD FOR 
THE FLORIDA FOREST SERVICE ... I BELIEVE 

IN FLORIDA, AND I BELIEVE OUR FOREST 
INDUSTRY IS BETTER THAN EVER.

natural disasters to ever hit a forest com-
munity. I could not be prouder of our 
agency and the industry’s response 
efforts following this catastrophic 
storm. I am grateful for the support 
of Commissioner of Agriculture Nikki 
Fried, the Florida Forestry Association, 
FFS personnel and countless others as 
we worked to bring support and aware-
ness to the needs of over 16,000 private 
forest landowners – making our mark in 
history with the first USDA block grants 
for timber. Now, we must stay vigilant in 
the Panhandle, continuing to face the 
challenges left in the wake of Michael 

958469_Fulghum.indd   1 06/04/19   4:26 AM

and working to ensure we come out 
stronger.

In a state that has grown to 22 million 
people – more than double since I joined 
the agency in 1985 – I am confident in all 
that is ahead for the Florida Forest Service 
as they engage new leadership and expe-
rience growth in programs and staff cul-
ture. I believe in Florida, and I believe our 
forest industry is better than ever. 

Together, the Florida Forestry 
Association and the Florida Forest 
Service have accomplished more than 
any other state. I am beyond grateful for 
the opportunity to have served Florida 

the last 35 years, working to protect 
and manage our great state’s number 
one agriculture commodity. It has been 
an honor being a member and partner. 
You all are more than partners. You have 
become life-long friends, and I look for-
ward to continuing our relationship in the 
future. My family and I wish you all well.  
If I can ever be of assistance or service 
to you, please contact me. •

  
James “Jim” Karels, 
State Forester & Florida Forest  
Service Director
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FEATURE

ONE YEAR AFTER
HURRICANE MICHAEL 

Forest Industry Makes History With First USDA Block Grants

By MONICA CORBIN, Communications and Public Relations, Florida Forest Service

WHILE LOOKING BACK on Hurricane 
Michael may be painful or even feel redun-
dant, it has been imperative to keep the 
catastrophic damage at the forefront – to 
remember the people, the families and 
the livelihoods devastated by this storm. 
Michael certainly made its mark in history, 
but so has the forest industry.

It’s no secret that it will take years to 
return the Panhandle’s landscape into 
great working forests, but the prog-
ress made to this end is nothing short 
of remarkable. Eight months after land-
fall, the $19.1 billion Emergency Disaster 
Relief package was passed by Congress 
and signed by the President. With Florida 

leading the way, the package included 
timber for the first time in the history of 
federal disaster funding.

The two sections of the package that 
are relevant to the forest industry are the 
$480 million for the Emergency Forest 
Restoration Program and the $3 billion 
for Farm Disaster Assistance, which is 
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appropriated to the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) office to help agri-
culture producers across multiple states 
recover from 2018 and 2019 natural 
disasters.

Emergency Forest  
Restoration Program

The USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
of Florida administers the Emergency 
Forest Restoration Program (EFRP), which 
provides payments to eligible owners 
of non-industrial private forest land to 
enable them to restore the land damaged 
by Hurricane Michael. The program offers 
financial assistance of up to 75 percent of 
the cost to implement approved emer-
gency forest restoration practices. Eligible 
Florida counties include Bay, Calhoun, 
Dixie, Franklin, Gadsden, Gulf, Holmes, 
Jackson, Jefferson, Lafayette, Leon, 
Liberty, Madison, Taylor, Wakulla, Walton 
and Washington. The FSA has extended 
the EFRP enrollment period for damages 
incurred by Hurricane Michael through 
April 30, 2020. Interested landowners 
should contact their local FSA office for 
details or visit www.farmers.gov/recover.

Farm Disaster Assistance –  
Florida Timber Recovery Program

While the Emergency Forest 
Restoration Program offers valuable 
assistance, the Florida Forest Service 
(FFS) recognized the need for additional 
resources to help landowners mitigate 
the loss of valuable timber products 
and reforest their lands. Immediately 

Assisted over 780 forest landowners with documenting damage for the EFRP, 
totaling 3,000 work hours.

ALL PHOTOS ARE COURTESY OF THE FLORIDA FOREST SERVICE AND ILLUSTRATE SOME OF THEIR MILESTONES 
OVER THE PAST YEAR. 

Above: Cleared 1,094 miles of roads and fire lines.

following the Emergency Disaster Relief 
package announcement, the FFS Forest 
Management (FM) Bureau began drafting 
a proposal to submit to the USDA for the 
Florida Timber Recovery Program. Thanks 
to the dedicated efforts of FM Bureau 
Chief Jimmy Roberts, FM Assistant 
Bureau Chief Bonnie Stine and their team, 
the countless hours paid off.

Through consistent engagement 
with the USDA, Florida’s proposed pro-
gram was adopted by other states and 
approved by Secretary of Agriculture 
Sonny Perdue in November. The USDA 
announced $380.7 million in federal 
block grant funding has been allocated 
for Florida, nearly half of the $800 mil-
lion declared for Florida, Georgia, 
Alabama and North Carolina disaster 
relief programs.

“I am truly grateful to Secretary 
Perdue and the USDA for this historic tim-
ber landowner recovery program,” said 
Jim Karels, State Forester and Director 
of the Florida Forest Service. “We know 
all too well how vital forests are in the 
Panhandle, and this program will help 
landowners reforest and rebuild their 
livelihoods.”

“This page in our country’s history 
would not have been possible without 
the consistent voice and dedication of 
Commissioner of Agriculture Nikki Fried, 
the Florida Forestry Association, our 
Florida Forest Service personnel and, of 
course, the landowners who so gener-
ously allowed us to keep telling their sto-
ries to bring awareness and support.”

http://www.farmers.gov/recover
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“TIMBER’S INCLUSION IN THE BLOCK GRANTS 
PROVIDES THE HELP AND THE HOPE THAT THE 
PANHANDLE SORELY NEEDS RIGHT NOW. ALTHOUGH 
IT WON’T MAKE FOREST LANDOWNERS WHOLE, IT 
WILL MAKE A TREMENDOUS DIFFERENCE IN THEIR 
ABILITY TO BEGIN RECOVERY AND MOVE FORWARD 
WITH CLEAN-UP AND REFORESTATION.” 

– ALAN SHELBY, FLORIDA FORESTRY  
   ASSOCIATION EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT

The Florida Timber Recovery Program will compensate forest 
landowners for the lost value of their timber damaged by Hurricane 
Michael, helping them clear downed trees and replant. Block grant 
funding will also help producers repair and replace irrigation infrastruc-
ture damage from Hurricane Michael. The Florida Forest Service will 
work with the Florida Division of Emergency Management to admin-
ister the USDA block grants.

“Timber’s inclusion in the block grants provides the help and the 
hope that the Panhandle sorely needs right now,” said Florida Forestry 
Association Executive Vice President Alan Shelby. “Although it won’t 
make forest landowners whole, it will make a tremendous difference 
in their ability to begin recovery and move forward with clean-up and 
reforestation.”

Additionally, the Florida Forest Service has applied for a $7.9 million 
Disaster Recovery Supplement grant from the USDA Forest Service. If 
approved, the funding will help the FFS with the increased demand in 
the Panhandle, supporting programs for forest health (reducing pests, 
diseases and invasives), fire protection (suppression and mitigation), 
forest stewardship (landowner assistance) and community forestry 
(urban forest recovery). 

Florida’s forest industry and its many partners are paving the way 
for forest timber relief in our country. What a tremendous victory to 
serve as a catalyst to keep moving forward – to stay committed to 
seeing the working forests in our Panhandle restored. •

Approved more than $500,000 in grants for rural volunteer fire 
departments through the Volunteer Fire Assistance program.

Distributed over 12,000 native trees to residents through the Arbor 
Day Foundation Community Tree Recovery program.

Deployed additional resources to impacted area to assist with wildfire 
suppression due to dry conditions.

Suppressed 275 wildfires that have burned 4,191 acres in the 11 
counties impacted.



FEATURE

AWARD WINNING 
FORESTRY

Recognizing Association members who have been 
honored for their contributions to Florida forestry.

FLORIDA FORESTRY 
ASSOCIATION’S LEGISLATOR OF 
THE YEAR AWARD
SENATOR GEORGE GAINER AND 
REPRESENTATIVE LORANNE AUSLEY

SENATOR GEORGE GAINER
Senator George Gainer, R-Panama 

City, is only in his first term in the Florida 
Senate, but that did not stop him from 
stepping up and taking a leadership role 
in disaster relief and recovery efforts 
after Hurricane Michael.

Always a staunch supporter for the 
forest industry, Sen. Gainer’s advocacy 
has kept the industry and its people in 
the forefront of legislative awareness. 
He has used every tool available to do 
so, right down to his socks!

At the beginning of this year’s leg-
islative session, the Senator had socks 
made with his face on them. Whenever 
someone would comment on them, he 
would use it as a launchpad into a con-
versation about the needs of the peo-
ple in the hurricane impact zone. The 
Senator and his socks quickly became a 
social media sensation, keeping atten-
tion on hurricane relief and recovery.

The session ended in May, but Sen. 
Gainer continues to be an active pro-
moter of reforestation efforts. He 
believes in the economic and environ-
mental benefits of working forests and 
educates other key policymakers about 
them as well.

REPRESENTATIVE  
LORANNE AUSLEY

An Ironman triathlete, a mom and a 
legislator, Representative Loranne Ausley 
brings the passion and commitment of a 
world-class triathlete to her public ser-
vice on behalf of her community.

Whether it is running a marathon or 
working for people in need, she is tire-
less in her pursuit to reach her goals. 
Since last October, she has focused 
much of her work on recovery efforts in 
the Panhandle after Hurricane Michael.

After Hurricane Michael, Rep. Ausley 
took the task of advocating for the 
impacted people and industries head-
on. Her leadership during the legislative 
session elevated awareness of the criti-
cal need for hurricane relief and recov-
ery efforts. She continues to be an active 

spokesperson and to focus on positive, 
productive solutions to the challenges 
still being faced.

In addition to her legislative efforts, 
she also uses her strong social media 
platform to tell the forestry story and 
to bring awareness to the devastation 
caused by the hurricane.

FLORIDA FORESTRY ASSOCIATION 
ABOVE & BEYOND AWARD
BUMP FAIRCLOTH

Frank “Bump” Faircloth joined the 
Association in 1976.

“Bump Faircloth is the kind of mem-
ber every association wants to have,” said 
Association President Carlton Jones, who 
presented the award. “He is eager to step 
in wherever needed, gladly offering sup-
port, advice and help however he can.”

Faircloth served as the CEO of 
Suwannee Lumber Company in Cross 
City for 27 years. Under his leadership 
Suwannee became one of the largest 
Southern Yellow Pine sawmills in the 
South. Suwannee  was sold to Blue Wolf 
Private Equity in 2013 and then last year 
to Conifex.
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Currently, Faircloth is chairman for 
Blue Wolf Capital Partners. He serves as 
a consultant and assists with mergers and 
acquisitions. He is also a Tree Farmer.

Outside of the forestry realm, he 
founded Faircloth Ford in Perry, FL, cre-
ated and owned several other businesses, 
and serves his community and church in 
several capacities.

Despite having such a full plate, 
Faircloth became a trusted “go-to” per-
son for the Association. His most visible 
efforts are with the Timber Toppers Golf 
Tournament, which he organized and 
sponsored for many years, but he has 
been active in many other ways as well, 
explained Jones.

“Bump is the first person to raise his 
hand to volunteer and the last to sit down 
when the work is finished,” said Jones. “In 
short, you can always count on him to go 
above and beyond.”

FLORIDA FORESTRY ASSOCIATION 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
JIM KARELS

James “Jim” Karels has served as State 
Forester and Director of the Florida Forest 
Service since 2008, after more than 20 
years with the agency in a variety of 
capacities.

The Florida Forest Service manages 
more than one million acres of state for-
ests, provides forest management assis-
tance on more than 17 million acres of 

private and community forests and is 
responsible for protecting homes, for-
estland and natural resources from the 
devastating effects of wildfire on more 
than 26 million acres.

“The impact that Jim has had on 
Florida forestry is immeasurable,” 
said Association President Edward 
Cole, who presented the award. “He 
is always there when needed, doing 
whatever needs to be done, taking 
the lead and making things happen.”

“After Hurricane Michael, Jim 
and his team at the Florida Forest 
Service immediately had boots on 
the ground, and they have remained 
highly active in relief and recovery 
efforts,” said Cole. “Jim’s leadership 
is a major force in rebuilding forestry 
in the Panhandle.”

Karels is also a national leader 
in both prescribed fire and wildfire 
management. He was the president 
of the National Association of State 
Foresters (NASF) and is currently rep-
resenting all 50 states as the NASF 
Fire Committee Chair.

He has more than 38 years of expe-
rience in prescribed burning, wildfire 
suppression and land management 
throughout the United States. With 
his expertise, he has been called in to 
fight wildfires across the United States.

“Jim Karels is one in a million,” said 
Cole. “He is undoubtedly deserving 
of this honor.”

Karels has received numerous other 
honors this year, including election to 
the Florida Foresters Hall of Fame, the 
National Association of State Foresters’ 
Jeff Jahnke Current Achievement Award 
for Leadership and the Wildland Fire 
Leadership Development Program’s 
Paul Gleason Lead by Example Lifetime 
Achievement Award.

FLORIDA FORESTERS  
HALL OF FAME
MARK MILLIGAN, DR. ERIC JOKELA 
AND JIM KARELS

The Florida Division of the Society of 
American Foresters (SAF) has announced 
the induction of three Association mem-
bers into its prestigious Hall of Fame: F4 
Tech President Mark Milligan, University 
of Florida emeritus professor Dr. Eric 
Jokela, and State Forester Jim Karels.

With only 25 foresters previously 
inducted, election to the Hall of Fame 
is intended to be the highest honor 
and recognition of professional ser-
vice a forester may receive in Florida. 
The recent inductees will be honored 
at the Southeastern Society of American 
Foresters (SESAF) awards banquet dur-
ing its 2020 annual meeting in Panama 
City, FL.

MARK MILLIGAN

Mark M. Milligan founded ForesTech 
Consulting, Inc. in 1998 and serves as 
president of the Tallahassee company, 
now doing business as F4 Tech. Under 
Milligan’s leadership, F4 Tech focuses on 
providing foresters and technicians with 
field tested, user friendly technology 
that does not involve extensive knowl-
edge of how the hardware or software 
works. The company’s handheld data 
recorder with GPS capabilities adds effi-
ciencies to field data collections and 
transfer.
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F4 Tech products and services have 
expanded to include turnkey, natural 
resource solutions including data col-
lection, mapping, data driven decision-
making, long term resource planning, and 
analytical services. Milligan has secured 
several U.S. patents and the company’s 
work has affected over a million acres of 
private and public lands.

Milligan has served the forestry profes-
sion as Chair of the Florida Chapter of the 
Association of Consulting Foresters. He 
has held numerous offices in the Society 
of American Foresters, including Florida 
Division Chair in 2007.

Milligan also serves as chair of the Florida 
Forestry Association’s Environmental 
Committee and sits on its Executive 
Committee and Board of Directors.

DR. ERIC JOKELA

Dr. Eric J. Jokela joined the UF School 
of Forest Resources and Conservation in 
1984 and was named as Emeritus Professor 

upon his retirement in 2018. As a pro-
fessor of silviculture, he taught both 
graduate and undergraduate courses, 
receiving the school’s Teacher of the Year 
award seven times.

He directed the Cooperative Research 
in Forest Fertilization program when he 
first arrived in Florida and later served 
as a founding co-director of the Forest 
Biology Research Cooperative. These 
two cooperatives established scores of 
long-term research installations from 
Texas to Virginia, producing scientific 
insight that has had a profound impact 
on the productivity, health and sustain-
ability of managed pine forests in the 
southeastern United States.

Jokela published over 85 peer-
reviewed papers and many technical 
reports and is among the most cited sil-
viculturists in North America. He served 
on the editorial boards of a number of 
leading international forestry journals 
and was the founding editor in chief of 
the open access journal, Forests.

Jokela chaired the SAF Florida 
Division in 2005 and the Southeastern 
SAF in 2013. He received the Florida 
Division’s Stephen Spurr Award for 
research in 2006 and Southeastern 
Society’s Award of Excellence in 
Research and Development in 2008. He 
was named an SAF Fellow in 2011 and 

received the Barrington Moore Award 
for Biological Research in 2015.

JIM KARELS

James “Jim” Karels has served as 
State Forester and director of the Florida 
Forest Service since 2008, after more 
than 20 years with the agency in a vari-
ety of capacities. To read more about 
Jim Karels distinguished service, please 
see his profile for the Florida Forestry 
Association Distinguished Service 
award.

AUDUBON FLORIDA SUSTAINABLE 
FORESTER AWARD
MICHAEL DOONER

Michael Dooner, a timber stands 
owner and consultant, went above and 
beyond after Hurricane Michael to revi-
talize timber operations in the Florida 
Panhandle. Forestry’s environmental 
and economic importance became 
acutely apparent than in the wake of 
the hurricane, when Floridians emerged 
from storm shelters to find vast forest 
tracts laid low, along with the liveli-
hoods of the families and the ecology 
that depended on them.

While he had holdings of his own 
to assess, salvage and replant, Dooner 
worked tirelessly with agency person-
nel to improve recovery efforts on the 
ground. He helped connect forest own-
ers with essential services, and also 
advocated for federal disaster relief to 
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give a hand up to the region’s hard-hit 
forest economy.

“Thank you, Michael,” Audubon’s 
Director of Policy Beth Alvi said, “for 
helping see the Panhandle through 
this challenging time, and for protect-
ing the region’s forest way of life and its 
economy.”

“Michael Dooner is a great exam-
ple of what forestry is all about,” said 
Florida Forestry Association Executive 
Vice President Alan Shelby. “He remains 
focused on moving forestry forward, 
especially in the tough times. Michael is 
a forward thinker and understands the 
connection between forestry and the 
environment and economy.”

Dooner is a past president of the 
Association and continues to play an 
active role on its leadership team. He is 
a recognized and respected advocate 
for Florida forestry.

2019 FLORIDA OUTSTANDING 
TREE FARMER OF THE YEAR
JOHN RUSSELL

John Russell is the family manager 
for Russell Brothers Farm, a longleaf 
pine plantation bordered by Pine Barren 
Creek in the Oak Grove community in 
north Escambia County. His parents, 
Jay and Clara Russell, bought the prop-
erty when they moved from Holmes 
County in 1946. Their sons, Keith and 
John, purchased the property from their 
parents and have focused on longleaf 
restoration since becoming involved 
in the Longleaf Initiative Program  
in 2008.

Russell demonstrates a true passion 
for land management. He has always 
worked very closely with county and 
state forestry and wildlife agencies to 
ensure best management practices are 

followed in managing the property. He 
has spent time educating himself on how 
to better manage his forest.

Russell understands the importance 
of fire in forest management and has 
become a certified burn manager so he 
can do his own prescribed burning. He 
is proud of the family history of the prop-
erty and does the right things to preserve 
and also share its importance with others.

Russell looks forward to hosting “field 
days” for local schools to bring students 
out to visit and learn the history and 
importance of the longleaf pine forests.

“John Russell exemplifies the high 
standards of Florida’s Tree Farmers,” 
said Association Executive Vice President 
Alan Shelby. “His passion for the land 
and the time, energy and work that he 
pours into it are worthy of this special 
recognition.”

FLORIDA OUTSTANDING TREE 
FARM INSPECTOR OF THE YEAR
CATHY HARDIN

Cathy Hardin, the Florida Forest 
Service county forester serving Escambia 
County, was recognized for her excellent 
service to private forest landowners and 
the Florida Tree Farm Program.

Landowners and assistance programs 
have benefited from Hardin’s dedication 
and hard work. She has tremendously 
influenced the expansion and imple-
mentation of the Cooperative Forestry 
Assistance Program and the Tree Farm 
Program in Escambia County. Due to her 
efforts to revitalize the program in her 
area, Escambia County is now among the 

top performing counties in the state for 
landowner cooperation and enrollment. 

Hardin has helped numerous land-
owners plan and manage their for-
ests, including the winner of 2019’s 
Outstanding Florida Tree Farmer, John 
Russell, and Landowner of the Year, Bob 
Jenkins.

FLORIDA LAND STEWARD’S 
LANDOWNER OF THE YEAR
BOB JENKINS

Robert “Bob” Jenkins was recog-
nized by the Florida Land Steward 
Partnership for outstanding forest 
management on his property known 
as Jenkins Millview Trace. The property 
in Millview has been in the Jenkins fam-
ily since the 1930s, but increased urban-
ization has made Jenkins Millview Trace 
part of the wildland-urban interface 
area. Recognizing this change, Jenkins 
has taken active steps to reduce the risk 
of wildfire to his property and neigh-
boring homes.

In the early 2000s, Jenkins and his 
consulting forester began implement-
ing a stewardship plan to replace slash 
pine stands with longleaf pine and to 
introduce regular prescribed burns to 
control the underbrush and establish 
varied wildlife habitat. Since then, the 
property has been burned regularly on 
a three-year rotation and mechanical 
mulching treatments have been utilized 
to remove brush in areas unable to be 
burned. Bob has also opened Jenkins 
Millview Trace to fellow landowners to 
participate in prescribed burning and 
provides recreational opportunities for 
local families. •

Hardin with State Forester Jim Karels (left) 
and Florida Tree Farm Program President 
Stephen Lloyd (right).
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FEATURE

GLBG/PHOTO COURTESY OF THE FLORIDA 
FOREST SERVICE.COM

AFTER HURRICANE MICHAEL,

INVASIVE PLANTS 
MOVE IN

By JEFFREY EICKWORT, Entomologist, Florida Forest Service

http://SERVICE.COM
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THE DIRECT DAMAGE that Hurricane Michael caused to 
trees and forests is obvious to anyone who travels through 
the affected region. But long after the broken and toppled 
trees are removed and new ones are planted, a more insidi-
ous threat can creep into storm-ravaged areas: non-native, 
invasive plants. If allowed to establish, these aggressively 
spreading weeds can crowd out native and desirable spe-
cies, raise the risk and intensity of wildfires, and increase 
the cost and difficulty of land management for decades 
to come.

Examples of invasive plants of concern in the areas 
impacted by Hurricane Michael include:

COGONGRASS (IMPERATA CYLINDRICA)
Widely recognized as one of the world’s worst weeds, 

cogongrass is a perennial grass that forms dense, rapidly-
spreading patches with yellowish-green leaves growing 
about three to four feet tall from a thick network of rhi-
zomes (underground stems). A new infestation can easily be 
started by a small piece of rhizome stuck in dirt carried on 
vehicles and equipment, such as those used for post-storm 
salvage and land clearing activities. In addition to out-com-
peting other vegetation, cogongrass is highly flammable 
(even when green) and burns hot enough that even fire-
adapted tree species like the longleaf pine are often killed.

JAPANESE CLIMBING FERN  
(LYGODIUM JAPONICUM)

This lacy, twining vine forms tangled mats over the 
ground and spreads up and over other vegetation. When 
it climbs up the trunks of trees, it can serve as a “fire lad-
der” that carries low-intensity ground fires up into the can-
opy. Like other ferns, this species reproduces by releasing 
tiny spores. These spores can be moved around by hurri-
cane winds and on clothing and equipment used by peo-
ple working in storm-damaged areas.

CHINESE TALLOW (TRIADICA SEBIFERA)
This tree species was once popular in the nursery trade, 

but don’t be fooled by its attractive appearance; it is an 
aggressive weed that can quickly take over land that was 
cleared of other trees due to hurricane damage or other 
disturbances. Its waxy, white seeds (which earned it the 
nickname “popcorn tree”) are spread by birds and mov-
ing water.

THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT INVASIVE PLANT INFESTATIONS CAN BE PREVENTED 

AND CONTROLLED BY THE CHOICES WE MAKE IN OUR LAND MANAGEMENT 

ACTIVITIES. CAREFUL CLEANING OF VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT USED IN LAND 

MANAGEMENT CAN REDUCE THE CHANCES OF ACCIDENTALLY CARRYING 

SEEDS, SPORES OR PARTS OF INVASIVE PLANTS ONTO NEW SITES.

COGONGRASS. PHOTO BY CHARLES T. BRYSON, USDA AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH SERVICE, BUGWOOD.ORG

JAPANESE CLIMBING FERN. PHOTO BY FLORIDA DIVISION OF PLANT INDUSTRY, FLORIDA 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND CONSUMER SERVICES, BUGWOOD.ORG

CHINESE TALLOW. PHOTO BY JOHN M. RANDALL, THE NATURE CONSERVANCY, BUGWOOD.ORG

http://BUGWOOD.ORG
http://BUGWOOD.ORG
http://BUGWOOD.ORG
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OUR MISSION

Our mission is to help restore
Florida to its natural environment
through skilled labor and
educating our community.

OUR STYLE
Quick, effective, and efficient are the only
ways to work. You'll find that using our
services will put you at ease knowing that
your land is in good hands.

OUR SERVICESF O R E S T R Y
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Forestry Mulching
Brush mowing
Prescribed Burning
Forest and Farm Road Building
Herbicide Applications
 Habitat Restoration
Reforestation
Native Planting
Field Discing and Plotting
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Our experts can help you 

protect and grow your return.
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WHAT YOU CAN DO
The good news is that invasive plant 

infestations can be prevented and con-
trolled by the choices we make in our 
land management activities. Careful 
cleaning of vehicles and equipment 
used in land management can reduce 
the chances of accidentally carry-
ing seeds, spores or parts of invasive 
plants onto new sites. A combination 
of herbicide applications, mechani-
cal control and cultural practices can 
be very effective at eradicating estab-
lished infestations. The Florida Forest 
Service has requested federal funding 
to launch a private landowner assis-
tance program aimed at treating inva-
sive plant infestations in the region 
affected by Hurricane Michael. The 
USDA-NRCS’s Environmental Quality 
Incentive Program (EQIP) can pro-
vide cost-share assistance to treat 
infestations on agricultural lands. 
Details on these and other available 
programs can be found by using the 
Private Landowner Assistance Tool on  
www.floridainvasives.org. •

862340_Larson.indd   1 09/05/17   1:50 pm

HACK AND SQUIRT. PHOTO BY JAMES H. MILLER, USDA FOREST 
SERVICE, BUGWOOD.ORG

LYGODIUM SPRAYING. PHOTO BY CHRIS EVANS, UNIVERSITY 
OF ILLINOIS, BUGWOOD.ORG
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FLORIDA’S COUNTY FORESTER program has 
provided free professional support to private 
forest landowners for over 75 years – a unique 
service not available in most states. The pro-
gram was established in 1941 when the County 
Forestry Law was enacted to permit the Florida 
Forest Service (FFS) to hire foresters in coopera-
tion with individual Florida counties. The Florida 
Legislature recognized the economic and envi-
ronmental importance of forestry and passed 
the law to ensure the long-term sustainability 
of Florida’s timber supply and forest resources. 
Currently, the Florida Forest Service employs 
38 county foresters who serve all 67 counties.

County foresters have the knowledge and 
experience to assist landowners with various 
forestry practices and can help landowners 
reach their forest management goals. Though 
timber production remains a primary goal for 
many landowners, county foresters can pro-
vide guidance and information about a range 
of topics such as multiple use management, 
shade trees in your yard and improving wildlife 
habitat. Your county forester is also the con-
nection for landowners interested in assistance 
and recognition programs.

The Forest Stewardship Program, the flag-
ship landowner assistance program adminis-
tered by the FFS, is a great opportunity for 
landowners with 20 or more forested acres to 

AN INSIDE LOOK AT 

FLORIDA’S COUNTY
FORESTER 
PROGRAM

By DANNY STEVENS, Cooperative Forestry Assistance Supervisor, Florida Forest Service &
JEN TUCKER-JENKS, Conservation Programs Manager, Florida Forest Service

Landowners Billy and Marcia Boothe with Joe Vanderwerff, FFS Cooperative Forestry 
Assistance Region 1 Coordinator, during a recent Forest Stewardship tour of the Boothe’s 
property, Crooked Creek Preserve, in Gadsden County.
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obtain free management, guidance and recognition for the hard work they 
do to manage their forests. Enrollment in this program comes with a writ-
ten management plan as a guide for landowners to follow. Certification 
in the Tree Farm program is for active landowners who have a minimum 
of 10 acres, and their participation also earns them the designation of 
sustainably grown wood.

FFS county foresters can also help landowners with enrolling in sev-
eral financial assistance programs that are designed to fund key forestry 
practices, including prescribed burning and reforestation. One of the 
programs the FFS administers, the Southern Pine Beetle (SPB) Assistance 
and Prevention Program, aims to keep loblolly pine forests healthy and 
support slash and longleaf pine planting where appropriate because 
stressed loblolly pine is one of the SPB’s favorite meals. FFS offers the 
Longleaf Pine Private Landowner Incentive Program to encourage active 
management of existing longleaf pine forests or new conversions to long-
leaf pine. In addition, the USDA has two programs for forest landowners 
– the Natural Resources Conservation Service’s Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program (EQIP) and the Farm Service Agency’s Conservation 
Reserve Program (CRP). •

917206_UFIFAS.indd   1 5/10/18   2:00 AM
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COUNTY FORESTERS HAVE THE KNOWLEDGE 
AND EXPERIENCE TO ASSIST LANDOWNERS 
WITH VARIOUS FORESTRY PRACTICES AND CAN 
HELP LANDOWNERS REACH THEIR FOREST 
MANAGEMENT GOALS.

Marion County landowner Daniel Hightower receives his 
Forest Stewardship Certification plaque and new Forest 
Stewardship sign from FFS County Forester Greg Barton.
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NEW UNIVERSITY OF FLORIDA 
RESEARCH IS HELPING 

FLORIDA FORESTERS

MEMBERS OF THE Florida Forestry 
Association own and manage millions 
of acres of Florida’s forests. Proper for-
est management requires a great deal 
of time, commitment, skill and knowl-
edge to ensure forests deliver benefits 
that meet landowner needs. In a con-
stantly changing world, scientists in the 
UF/IFAS School of Forest Resources 

and Conservation aim to help asso-
ciation members continue to meet  
their goals.

In 2018, a research team led by Taylor 
Stein, professor in ecotourism and natu-
ral resources management, and Jennifer 
Fill, postdoctoral research associate, 
designed a survey to assess the needs 
of Florida Forestry Association members.

“In order to prioritize and communi-
cate our programs effectively, we need 
to know what research and outreach 
topics would benefit them the most,” 
said Stein, “We sent out a survey to the 
Association membership, and 136 indi-
viduals participated.”

Over half the 136 survey participants 
were male and either own their land 

By UF/IFAS School of Forest Resources and Conservation
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Income generation and timber pro-
duction were the most important rea-
sons for owning land overall.

“Results show that FFA members 
believe that research on forest produc-
tivity, timber products, invasive species, 
forest economics and policy, growth and 
yield, and silviculture will be most helpful 
to them as forest landowners,” said Stein.

The study found that outreach and 
education efforts should focus on pro-
viding information about pest and inva-
sive species management (identification, 
control methods, herbicide options); sil-
vicultural techniques (site preparation 
methods, tree spacing and fertilization, 
thinning); and how to generate income 
from timber and other sources (markets 
and prices, inventory techniques, the 
sales process).

The next step of the assessment was 
to determine the best method of infor-
mation delivery.

“We could be doing cutting edge 
research, but if the information is pub-
lished in a way that’s inaccessible outside 
of academia then we aren’t serving our 
stakeholders,” said Stein, “Association 
members want to learn about the prac-
tical applications of our research.”

Landowners indicated a strong pref-
erence for information delivery via 
newsletter or online website, with recom-
mendations for management conveyed 
clearly in text or video. Some informa-
tion, such as timber or wildlife manage-
ment techniques or best management 
practices, should be communicated in 
one-day hands-on workshops.

“Overall, this study showed us what 
Association members have as priorities,” 
said Stein, “So we can now better focus 
our research and outreach activities on 
topics they believe are most important.”

Read the full report at: https://sfrc.
ifas.ufl.edu/pdf/FFA-Final-Report.pdf •

Figure 1. The number of acres owned or managed by survey participants in different ownership 
categories. Labels in stacked bars indicate number of respondents.

Figure 2. Most commonly scored research topics that forest landowners felt would help them 
improve their land management. Labels inside stacked bars indicate number of respondents.
1 = Not At All Helpful, 2 = Somewhat Helpful, 3 = Helpful, 4 = Very Helpful, 5 = Extremely Helpful

personally or in the family. Of the 100 
participants who specified their prop-
erty acreage, 52% owned or managed 
500 or fewer acres of land with 27% man-
aging more than 25,000 acres of land.

https://sfrc.ifas.ufl.edu/pdf/FFA-Final-Report.pdf
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The launch of Florida Agriculture in the Classroom’s Ag 
Literacy Day book, Forever There’s A Forest, was held in con-
junction with Working Forests Week. One hundred third-grad-
ers from Sealey Elementary School in Tallahassee, FL, attended 
a special kick-off event at Tall Timbers Research Station on 
October 22, 2019. They were treated to time with Smokey Bear 
and Florida Forest Festival Princess Caroline Gray, who read the 
book to them. They also participated in activities led by staff 
from the Association and the Florida Forest Service and plan-
tation manager Jason Hough to help them learn about forestry.

Members of the Florida Farm Bureau, 4-H, FFA and other 
volunteers also read to students across the state and will con-
tinue to do so throughout the school year. 

If you are interested in reading Forever There’s a Forest at a 
school in your area, please visit www.faitc.org/ag-literacy-day 
for more information •

FOREVER THERE’S A FOREST

The 2019 Ag Literacy Day book features an in-depth look at 
Florida forestry. 

Nobody gives a better bear 
hug than Smokey! He and 

the rest of the Florida Forest 
Service team were a big hit 

with all the students.

Third graders from Sealey Elementary School in Tallahassee were treated to a morning of forestry fun at Tall Timbers Research Station.

http://www.faitc.org/ag-literacy-day
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Association Director of Forestry and 
Regulatory Affairs Laura Bosworth helped 
students understand the many roles forestry 
plays in their daily lives with an informative 
and entertaining “Goods from the Woods” 
activity.

Florida Forest Festival Princess Caroline Gray 
provided a royal touch as she read Forever 
There’s a Forest to her captivated audiences.

The students had a blast identifying 
animal tracks that might be found in 

a forest! Many thanks to volunteer 
Jason Hough, manager of Mandalay 

Plantation, for making this activity 
come to life in such a fun way!

FOREVER 
THERE’S A 

FOREST

http://REX-LUMBER.com
http://www.NRPSforesters.com
http://www.LegacyWildlife.com
http://www.nrpsforesters.com
http://www.rex-lumber.com
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NOTEWORTHY

Florida Forestry Association:

Forestry took center stage 
at the October meeting 
of the Florida Cabinet. 
Resolutions in recognition 
of Working Forests Week, 
Smokey Bear’s birthday 
and Ag Literacy Day were 
passed. After the meeting, 
Commissioner Fried read 
this year’s featured Ag 
Literacy Day book, Forever 
There’s a Forest, to a group 
of students at the Florida 
Historic Capitol.

Whitney Hough 
has been pro-
moted to Director 
of Member Services. 
Whitney joined the 
staff in 2015 as 
the Association’s 
ad min i s t r a t i ve 

manager and was subsequently promoted 
to Member Services Coordinator before 
taking on her current role.

Whitney lives in Thomasville, GA, with 
her husband, Jason, and their children, 
Colt and Palmer.

Association board member Ryan Pavlik of 
Stoutamire-Pavlik & Associates, Inc. was 
recently selected to participate in the UF/
IFAS Wedgworth Leadership Institute for 
Agriculture and Natural Resources (WLI).

With seminars ranging from the 
Florida Panhandle to Miami, time spent in 
Washington D.C., and a three-week inter-
national learning experience, this two-year 
leadership development program broadens 
the participants’ perspectives and builds a 
network within the industry and beyond. 
Program graduates are equipped to address 

challenges of local, state, national and global 
dimensions.

“The candidates selected for this pro-
gram are already leaders in their respec-
tive industries,” said WLI Director Christy 
Chiarelli. “Our goal is not to teach leader-
ship, but rather, to give existing leaders an 
introduction to public policy and to cre-
ate a networking system for participants to 
develop professionally. It is our aim to further 
develop their skills to address issues affect-
ing Florida’s agriculture industry and natu-
ral resources.”

Ryan Pavlik

Laura Bosworth 
has joined the 
Association team 
as Director of 
Forestry and 
Regulatory Affairs. 
Laura spent her 
earlier career 

working and playing in the forests of the 
Southeast as a county forester, a long-
leaf specialist and the Southeastern Tree 
Farm manager. She attended Iowa State 
University where she obtained her bach-
elors in forestry with a focus on ecosys-
tem management and services. 

Krista Harvard 
has joined the 
Association staff as 
Office Coordinator. 
Krista was originally 
born in West Palm 
Beach and moved 
to Tallahassee in 

2000. She received her Bachelor’s Degree 
in Biology from Florida State University in 
2015. After graduation, she worked in the 
field of case management before leaving 
the medical field for the Florida Forestry 
Association.

Krista and her husband, Staige, live 
in Tallahassee with their two dogs and 
three cats. •

Florida Forest Service Wildfire Mitigation Specialist Todd Schroeder – Tallahassee Forestry Center, Association 
lobbyist Jim Spratt, Florida Forest Service Fire Prevention Coordinator Andy Nesmith, Attorney General 
Ashley Moody, Governor Ron DeSantis, Smokey Bear, Florida Forest Service Assistant Director Erin Albury, 
Commissioner of Agriculture Nikki Fried, Florida Forest Service Forest Protection Bureau Chief John Fish, and 
Chief Financial Officer Jimmy Patronis.
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CONSULTING FORESTERS
A.W. Powers Forestry, Inc. 
2800 SE 26th Place 
Trenton, FL 32693 
Ph: (352) 463-1300 
Email: powersforestry@aol.com 
Professional Forestry Consultants, established 
in 1998. Our specialties include: Timber Sale 
Assistance, Site Preparation & Planting Assistance, 
Forest Management & Forest Management 
Plans, Timber Cruising, Timber Marking, Timber 
Appraisals, Stewardship Plans, Cash Flow Analysis 
and Computerized Mapping.

LAND & TIMBER MANAGEMENT
B & B Dugger, Inc 
P O Box 121 
Crawfordville, FL 32326 
Ph: (850) 566-0831 
Fax: (850) 926-1390 
Email: office@bandbdugger.com 
Web: www.bandbdugger.com 
B&B Dugger is a forestry company providing 
reforestation services in North Florida. 
Established in 1980, we provide mechanical/
chemical site preparation, prescribed burning, 
fire lines, mitigation, suppression, planting & road 
improvements. We are a Certified Burn Manager 
and U.S.D.A. registered contractor. Contact Bobbie 
Dugger at (850) 566-0831

Wiregrass Land & Timber Co. 
2572 State Highway 83 N 
DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433 
Ph: (334) 793-2498 
Fax: (850) 892-0955 
Toll Free Ph: 334-726-9339 
Email: scoleman@panhandle.rr.com 
Contact: Steve Coleman 
Forest Tec 
Ph: 334-726-9339 
Email: scoleman@panhandle.rr.com 
Forestry Services- Specializing in treeplanting, 
scalping, subsoiling, bushhogging, fireline 
maintenance, kudzu control, wildlife plots, 
boundary line maintenance, prescribed and site 
prep burning, herbicide spraying, site prep, timber 
marking and timber marketing.

LUBRICANTS
Schaeffer’s Specialized Lubricants 
102 Barton Street 
Saint Louis, MO 63104 
Ph: (800) 325-9962 
Email: info@schaefferoil.com 
Web: www.schaefferoil.com 
Founded in 1839, Schaeffer’s lubricants deliver 
the severe duty protection your equipment 
needs to withstand heavy loads and excessive 
idling. Equipment maintains temperature and 
performance the more you move, bunch, grapple 
and haul. See for yourself how we can keep your 
equipment running longer with less complications.

SEEDLINGS
Superior Trees, Inc. 
P O Drawer 9400 
Lee, FL 32059 
Ph: (850) 971-5159 
Fax: (850) 971-5416 
Email: superiortrees@centurylink.net 
Web: www.superiortrees.net 
Wholesale growers of bareroot pine, hardwood, 
cypress and cedar seedlings. Quality longleaf 
pine tublings available. Also, wholesale grower of 
numerous native trees, shrubs, palms, perennials 
and grasses in containers sized 1-30 gallons. 
Seedlings and container plants available for wildlife 
food plots. Call for a free catalog.

TIMBER BUYERS
Harley Forest Products, LLC 
P O Box 1749 
Lake City, FL 32056-1749 
Ph: (386) 752-3376 
Fax: (386) 752-0379 
Email: harl3228@bellsouth.net 
Harley Forest Products, serving North Florida and 
Southern Georgia’s timber harvesting needs since 
2000. A family business, owned and operated 
by Joe Harley, an association member for more 
than thirty years. Over 40 years of experience in 
timber procurement and harvesting, Harley Forest 
Products specializes in buying and harvesting all 
types of timber.

Your Source For Containerized Pine Seedlings

Advantage Forestry Container Pines
408 N. Commissioners Ave.

Demopolis, AL 36732

To place an order or inquire about pricing, please call 334-341-2059 
or visit us at containerpines.com  

•  Loblolly 
 - Coastal 
 - Piedmont

•  Slash 

•  Shortleaf

•  Longleaf 
 - Coastal  
 - Piedmont

•  Located just 5 miles from I-75 and 1 mile from Hwy 82 for easy access

•  Large labor force to accommodate short notice needs

•  On site cold storage

•  Local pick up or delivery to your location

•  Custom grown orders upon your request

907169_Advantage.indd   1 4/19/18   3:53 PM

mailto:powersforestry@aol.com
mailto:office@bandbdugger.com
http://www.bandbdugger.com
mailto:scoleman@panhandle.rr.com
mailto:scoleman@panhandle.rr.com
mailto:info@schaefferoil.com
http://www.schaefferoil.com
mailto:superiortrees@centurylink.net
http://www.superiortrees.net
mailto:harl3228@bellsouth.net
http://containerpines.com
http://www.containerpines.com
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 TimberMart-South
- Information is Key - 

•	 Pine	&	Hardwood	Prices

•	 Logging	Rates	&	Biomass	Prices

•	 Regional	Pulp	Chip	Prices

•	 Custom	Local	Price	Reports

•	 Historical	Price	Data

 www.timbermart-south.com
 tmart@timbermart-south.com
 phone:  706-247-7660
 fax:  706-389-9196

1860	Barnett	Shoals	Road,	PMB	103-598
Athens	GA		30605	USA

981255_TimberMart.indd   1 22/10/19   6:21 PM

T.W. Byrd’s Sons, Inc.
~ Timber Buyers ~

11860 E US 27
Branford, FL 32008

Phone: 386.935.1544
Fax: 386.935.3884

891717_TW.indd   1 11/1/17   6:44 PM

Cell:  386-623-0964 / 386-397-3656 
Home: 386-792-1285
Fax: 386-792-3679

Norris & Son Reforestation

Albert & Chad Norris
Owners

12252 SE 50th Drive 
Jasper, FL 32052

983791_Norris.indd   1 30/10/19   2:21 PM

942776_Neal.indd   1 21/11/18   5:08 PM

930690_Mizell.indd   1 22/08/18   8:09 pm

NorthFloridaLandForSale.com
flgaland@gmail.com

FloridaLandNetwork.com

Timberland, Farm & Cattle Land, 
Recreational Land, Land For 

Homesites & Homes with Land.
Connect With Us Today!

Real Estate & Real People

386-243-0124

We are looking for 
Property In Your Area!
With decades of experience in property sales, we’re 
completely invested in our clients’ success. You deserve 
to work with an agency that has the Experience, 
Expertise and Commitment to follow through and get 
things done. A team of talented professionals who use 
proven strategies and innovative marketing techniques.   
(Under All Is The Land)

Is YoUr ProPerTY 
on The MarkeT?

A. Leonard Dicks

985453_Leonard.indd   1 06/11/19   4:14 PM

983397_FLAG.indd   1 18/10/19   12:43 AM

CHOCTAW LAND & TIMBER
Timber • Harvesting • Trucking • Reforestation

850-951-0630
info@choctawlandandtimber.com

 www.choctawlandandtimber.com

796381_Choctaw.indd   1 2/25/16   12:17 PM

http://www.timbermart-south.com
mailto:tmart@timbermart-south.com
http://NorthFloridaLandForSale.com
mailto:flgaland@gmail.com
http://FloridaLandNetwork.com
http://www.choctawlandandtimber.com
mailto:info@choctawlandandtimber.com
mailto:info@flagcu.com
http://flagcu.com
mailto:adam@micelldevelopment.com
http://northfloridalandforsale.com
http://www.timbermart-south.com
http://www.flagcu.com
http://www.choctawlandandtimber.com
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TIMBER PROCUREMENT

MICHAEL NOWLING 
(Procurement Manager) 

(850) 712-6667 or (251) 238-0855

CHRIS HUDSON 
(251) 867-1287 or (888) 395-0426

KEITH BARROW 
(251) 867-1287 or (251) 238-4175

SAM COLVILLE 
(251) 294-2137 or (251) 867-1287

We Purchase 
Logs, Poles, Pulpwood, Pine & Hardwood

T. R. Miller
Mill Company, Inc.
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CONTRACT LOGGING
TIMBER PURCHASES
PINE
HARDWOOD
LAND CLEARING (CHIPPING)

RICHARD SCHWAB
Vice President
richard@marigoniinc.com

Office 850-584-7030
Fax 850-584-2569

Mobile 850-838-6178
Home 850-584-6103

M.A. RIGONI, INC.
2365 North US 19, Perry FL  32347

984490_MARigoni.indd   1 10/29/19   12:05 AM

Tallahassee 
Thomasville 

Atlanta

D. Mark Fletcher, CPA 
 Principal

Lanigan & Associates, P.C.
CPAs & Consultants

Phone 850-893-8418 
www.lanigancpa.com

Direct 850-298-6681
dmfletcher@lanigancpa.com
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Over 

30Years 
Experience!

1-800-252-2736 Call for a Price 
Quote Or 

Additional Info.

Panel PrinterPallet 
Printer

Lumber Printer

• Lumber Mill Grade Printers
• Panel Mill Grade Printers
• Laminated Beam Printers
• Wet Ink & Ink Roll System
• Edge/Dual Edge Printers
• Stud Printers & Stripe Markers
• Ink & Ink Rolls  — 8 Colors

WWW.CLAUSSENALL-MARK.COM
SALES@CLAUSSENALLMARK.COM

CUSTOM BUILT PRINTING EQUIPMENT
Designed to Meet Your Mill’s Requirements

887055_Claussen.indd   1 9/27/17   3:35 PM

Spending time with a landowner is one of the best ways a forester can help them achieve their goals around 
wildlife, water, wood and recreation. But for foresters, time is hard to come by. 

THE AMERICAN FOREST FOUNDATION (AFF) works with partners to create new tools for foresters that
save time, helping them focus on what matters most:  SPENDING TIME WITH LANDOWNERS. 

•  A NEW OUTREACH PROGRAM connecting more landowners
with foresters, and saving steps in reaching conservation goals

•  A NEW APPROACH TO MANAGEMENT PLANS,
the Landscape Management Plan that significantly reduces process time,
giving foresters more time in the field with landowners

•  A NEW ONLINE TOOL FOR DATA COLLECTION
reducing paperwork, expediting the American Tree Farm System
certification process and getting to certified fiber faster

LEARN MORE AT: www.forestfoundation.org/growFlorida  
The American Tree Farm System is a program 
of the American Forest Foundation.

GIVING FORESTERS AND LANDOWNERS 
MORE TIME TOGETHER

American Forest Foundation

958863_American.indd   1 5/10/19   2:08 AM
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