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EXECUTIVE VIEWPOINT

By ALAN SHELBY, Executive Vice President

THE EVENT IS OPEN TO 
ANYONE INTERESTED 
IN FORESTRY, 
INCLUDING INDUSTRY 
PROFESSIONALS, 
STUDENTS, GOVERNMENT 
OFFICIALS, AND 
MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.

Come Celebrate  
100 Years With Us!

THE FLORIDA FORESTRY Association’s 2023 Annual Meeting and Trade Show is 
an event that forestry professionals and enthusiasts should not miss. This year, the 
Association is celebrating its 100th anniversary, which makes the event even more 
special. The meeting provides an excellent opportunity for anyone interested in 
forestry to learn, network, and celebrate this historic milestone.

The meeting will be held August 29-31 at the beautiful Sandestin Golf and Beach 
Resort in Miramar Beach, FL. This location is a longtime favorite of Association 
members for many reasons: good scenery, good friends, and good times can 
always be found there!

The event is open to anyone interested in forestry, including industry profession-
als, students, government officials, and members of the public. Attendees will have 
the opportunity to attend informative sessions and workshops, as well as interact 
with other forestry professionals from around the state.

One of the main benefits of attending the Annual Meeting is the opportunity to 
network with other forestry professionals. The event provides a platform for profes-
sionals to exchange ideas, share experiences, and build relationships. Attendees 
will have the chance to meet with industry leaders, government officials, and rep-
resentatives from various organizations. This networking opportunity can help 
attendees expand their knowledge, create new partnerships, and advance their 
careers and land management objectives.

Finally, the Annual Meeting is a chance to have some fun. The event features 
various social activities, including a golf tournament, a women’s brunch, and a 
silent auction that seems to get bigger and better each year. We are excited to 
announce that we have a special treat this year: The Swingin’ Medallions, the 
iconic South Carolina shag band best known for their classic hit, “Double Shot of 
My Baby’s Love,” will be performing live on Thursday evening after the Closing 
Dinner! Make sure to pack your dancing shoes for an unforgettable evening. 
    For event details, registration, and hotel reservations, please visit FLForestry.
org/Annual-Meeting.

If you’re interested in sponsoring or donating an item for the silent auction, 
please contact our Director of Membership, Whitney Hough, at 850-222-5646 or 
Whitney@FLForestry.org.

We look forward to celebrating our 100th anniversary, marking both our pride 
in the progress we have made and our excitement for the future. We hope you will 
be able to join us. •

mailto:Whitney@FLForestry.org
http://FLForestry.org/Annual-Meeting
http://FLForestry.org/Annual-Meeting
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By JIMMY BIELLING, President

You Never Know Where  
a Good Idea Might Lead

ONE HUNDRED YEARS ago, William L’Engle Barnett and S. Bryan Jennings, 
leaders in Florida’s forest community, attended the Southern Forestry Congress 
in Montgomery, Alabama. While there, they met with the director of the Southern 
Forest Experiment Station, who urged them to form a state forestry association to 
educate the people of Florida and the legislature to the need of protecting and 
developing the great natural resources that lay in the state’s vast forest acreage.

They took his advice. When they returned to Florida, they called a meeting of 
interested citizens in Jacksonville. On March 1, 1923, the Florida Forestry Association 
was created. Shortly after, the Association took the lead in securing legislation that 
created the Board of Forestry, which organized the Florida Forest Service. The 
Association was also instrumental in the establishment of the School of Forestry 
(now the School of Forest, Fisheries and Geomatics Sciences) at the University of 
Florida and of the Columbia Ranger School at Lake City.

These are just a few notable ways that the Association has changed the land-
scape of Florida forestry. Throughout our history, we have advocated for our mem-
bers, protecting their rights to grow, harvest and use forest resources and fighting 
for ways to help them build and grow their businesses. We have initiated and sup-
ported research efforts, workforce programs, and educational outreach. We have 
promoted the economic and environmental benefits that forestry provides, as well 
as the power of its sustainability.

Clearly the Association remains committed to the same mission and values that 
have guided us for the past 100 years. We are passionate about advocating for our 
members. Strength is found in numbers. As the voice of Florida forestry, we are 
dedicated to amplifying our messages by growing our membership. 

This 100-year milestone is a testament to the dedication and hard work of all 
those who have contributed to the Association’s success over the past century. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all our members, past and present, for 
their dedication and their many contributions to our success. We would not be here 
without your support and commitment to our cause. I would like to also express 
my gratitude to our partners who have worked with us over these many years to 
advance the interests of Florida forestry. We are truly stronger together. 

As I look back to all that has been accomplished and look forward to all the 
accomplishments yet to come, I can’t help but think that our founders would be 
proud of what they began. •

http://ISTOCK.COM


STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSION
“Forestry plays a vital role in Florida, providing jobs, 
resources, and economic stability,” explained Association 
Executive Vice President Alan Shelby. “Unfortunately, the 
vast majority of our state legislators represent areas that 
have little or no forestry, so they don’t always fully appreci-
ate how important it is to the state.”

It’s what Shelby calls the 80/20 Rule: Eighty percent of 
the state’s forests lie north of Ocala, but only 20% of the 
state’s legislators come from that area. That makes it very 
important for the Association to be the voice of forestry in 
the capitol, telling the forestry story and educating policy-
makers on the many economic and environmental benefits 
that forestry offers.

“It’s also crucial to keep them informed as new issues 
arise,” said Shelby. “Every session, thousands of bills are 
filed. Some are good; some are bad. We need to be in the 
mix either way.”

FEATURE

ADVOCACY IN 
ACTION
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Advocacy has been a core mission of the Association 
since it was formed a century ago.

Association member John Dooner addressed possible EFRP landowner 
assistance improvements in the Farm Bill.
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Following are some of the issues that 
are currently on the Association’s radar. 
Some might have been resolved in the 
2023 legislative session, which was still in 
process as of this writing, Shelby noted, 
but others will require more time and 
attention.

“Take sales tax exemptions, for 
example,” he explained. “We can never 
save our members enough money, so 
there will probably always be some form 
of exemption that we are fighting for.”

Prescribed Burn Liability
Prescribed burning is critical for mit-
igating wildfire risks. It is a widely 
recognized land management prac-
tice in Florida. However, the ris-
ing prices of liability insurance are 
becoming cost-prohibitive for cer-
tified burners.
The Association supports the cre-
ation of new and better insurance 
options for prescribed burns.

Foreign Ownership  
of Ag Lands
Due to concern over providing 
unfriendly foreign governments con-
trol over our nation’s food and fiber 
supply as well as access to neigh-
boring military bases, legislation has 

been introduced in Florida, among 
other states, to restrict the purchase, 
acquisition, lease, or holding of con-
trolling interest in agricultural land 
by “nonresident aliens, foreign busi-
nesses and corporations, or foreign 
governments.”
The Association will closely monitor 
this legislation as it moves through 
the process and it becomes clearer 
how any unintended consequences 
will be addressed.

Sales Tax Exemptions
Trailers used in the production of 
forestry but that are not owned by 
the farmer are not exempted from 
sales tax. This excludes loggers and 
other forest service providers from 
the benefit.
The Association supports legis-
lation that extends exemptions 
to logging trailers and other for-
estry service providers.

Matt Webb spoke at the Farm Bill meeting on forestry’s workforce challenges 
and solutions.

UF/IFAS lobbyist updated Association leaders during the 
legislative session on forestry budget issues.

Kathy and Jimmy Bielling at the Farm Bill meeting.
IMAGE COURTESY OF FLORIDA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION
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Mass Timber
The 2021 International Building 
Code recognized mass timber 
as an appropriate material to be 
used in new construction projects. 
However, as the Florida Building 
Commission conducted its nor-
mal and customary rule develop-
ment process to update the state 
Building Code, mass timber was 
not included in the updates.
The Association supports legisla-
tion directing the Florida Building 
Commission to include mass tim-
ber as an approved material in 
the state building code.

Ecosystem Services
Ecosystem services are the bene-
fits provided by the natural envi-
ronment and healthy ecosystems, 
such as water filtration, air purifica-
tion, carbon sequestration, wildlife 
habitat and green spaces.
The Association supports renewed 
focus and efforts to determine the 
value of ecosystem services pro-
vided by agricultural and silvi-
cultural landowners. We further 
support the utilization of both pri-
vate and public options to mone-
tize these critical benefits.

Carbon Sequestration  
Cost-Share Programs
The Florida Department of 
Agriculture and Consumer Services 
successfully secured funding to 
assist timber landowners with 
reforestation and land manage-
ment activities. This program, 
which focuses on the Carbon 
Sequestration benefits of trees, 
received roughly $8 million to assist 
landowners. The Florida Forest 
Service accepted applications and 
awarded nearly $5 million of the $8 
million available.

Unfortunately, the timing of the 
grant awards did not match the 
timing of planting season or other 
management activities. Due to the 
way the program funding is cur-
rently laid out, this gap could put 
landowners’ abilities to receive 
their awarded monies at risk.
The Association supports con-
tinued investment in this pro-
gram. We also request that the 
Legislature hold the unencum-
bered balance of the 2022 funds 
harmless so that landowners may 
utilize these funds in an effec-
tive, efficient, and appropriate 
manner.

Immigration Reform
Over the past few years, there have 
been legislative proposals requiring 
employers to use the federal E  Verify 
system to verify the legal status of its 
workers.
The Association believes immigra-
tion reform is a national issue and 
should be dealt with at the federal 
level rather than on a state-by-state 
basis.

Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl 
Substances (PFAS)
PFAS are a complex family of chemistry 
which are critical in many of the prod-
ucts we use to power our lives. Not 
surprisingly, all PFAS are not created 
equal, and each chemistry has its own 
unique structure and use. Recently, 
legacy PFAS have shown up in loca-
tions such as airports, military bases 
and fire training centers, most likely 
due to PFAS use in many commonly 
used fire suppression foams. Both 
US EPA and the state Department of 
Environmental Protection have con-
templated new regulations and water 
quality standards which would include 
criteria for PFAS.
The Association supports a mea-
sured and scientifically defensible 

Florida agricultural leaders met with USDA Secretary Tom Vilsak on disaster recovery programs.
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approach to the creation and 
adoption of any PFAS standards. 
Further, any standards must take 
into consideration the techni-
cal and economically feasibility 
as well as the attainability of any 
proposed metrics or numeric cri-
teria for PFAS.

PRIORITY BUDGET ISSUES: 

Farm Bill
While the Association’s main focus 
remains on the state level, it is also 
engaged on the federal level as well. 
Most recently, organization leadership 

Florida Forest Service 
Wildfire Equipment  $11.4 M 
Aviation Equipment $  6.4 M
Carbon Reforestation Program  $ 5.0 M
Rural and Family Lands Program $300 M

UF/IFAS
Workload $3.9 M
Ecosystems Services $1.4 M
Center for Applied  
  Artificial Intelligence $2.0 M  

Department of Environmental Protection
Springs Protection Funding $ 50.0 M
Florida Forever Funding $ 75.0 M

presented issues of concern at a lis-
tening session on the 2023 Farm Bill in 
Newberry, FL.

Led by Congresswoman Kat Cammack 
from Florida’s Third Congressional 
District, members of the U.S. House 
Committee on Agriculture met with 
foresters, farmers, ranchers, and other 
interested parties from all over the south-
eastern region to hear their top priorities. 

The Farm Bill, set for authoriza-
tion by Congress later this year, is a 

comprehensive, multiyear law that gov-
erns an array of agricultural and food 
programs. It covers 12 different major 
areas, known as titles, and includes pro-
visions for food stamps, disaster aid, 
agricultural subsidies, and research.

Association leadership took a team 
approach at the session, with each pre-
senter addressing specific concerns. 
The presenters were Association 
President Jimmy Bielling, Executive 
Vice President Alan Shelby, and 

Association Board meeting in connection with the Association legislative activities.

The Association hosted the Wedgworth Leadership Institute’s annual reception in Tallahassee.
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Executive Committee members John 
Dooner and Matt Webb.

Some of the issues the team 
addressed are listed below:
• The prohibitive cost of prescribed fire 

insurance
• The need to recognize and incentivize 

forest growers for being a big part of 
the solution to climate change issues

• Proposed Improvements to Post-
Disaster Landowner Assistance 
through the USDA’s Emergency 
Forest Restoration Program

• The creation of regional forest 
industry training hubs to support 
rural forest-based communities as 
a solution to workforce challenges

• Enhancement of the Good 
Neighbor Authority and

• Full funding for the Forest Inventory 
Analysis and conservation and 
reforestation programs.
“This was the only Farm Bill meet-

ing set to be held in Florida,” said 
Shelby. “As one of the top agricul-
tural commodities in the state, it was 
important for the Committee to hear 
the issues that are important to us.”

“For every challenge we presented, 
we also offered possible solutions,” he 
noted. “This is reflective of the pro-
active, solution-focused approach the 
industry brings to the table as a gen-
eral rule.”

More than 200 people attended 
the meeting, which featured about 50 
speakers representing the full spec-
trum of agricultural commodities.

Meeting with Secretary of 
Agriculture Tom Vilsak
Similarly, forestry also had a seat at the 
table when Secretary of Agriculture 
Tom Vilsack met with representatives 
of Florida’s top agricultural commod-
ities at a special meeting he called in 
Bartow this spring. 

John Dooner again represented 
the Association, this time along with 
former State Forester and fellow 
Executive Committee Member Jim 
Karels. 

Shelby explained that the pur-
pose of the meeting was to ex-
change experiences and insights 
on USDA disaster programs, high-
lighting the importance of collabora-
tion and information-sharing across 
industries. 

“Hurricane Michael taught us a lot 
about what works and what doesn’t in 
both the immediate and prolonged 
aftermaths of a large-scale disaster,” 
he said. “Obviously everyone hopes 
that no one has to go through some-
thing like that again. At the same 
time, we want to make sure all the 
pieces to the recovery puzzle are in 
place should we ever need them.” •

Your Source For Containerized Pine Seedlings

Advantage Forestry Container Pines
408 N. Commissioners Ave.

Demopolis, AL 36732

To place an order or inquire about pricing, please call 334-341-2059 
or visit us at containerpines.net  

 
 - Coastal 
 - Piedmont

Slash 

Shortleaf

Longleaf 
 - Coastal  
 - Piedmont

cated just 5 miles from I-75 and 1 mile from Hwy 82 for easy access

te cold storage

stom grown orders upon your request

1040588_Advantage.indd   11040588_Advantage.indd   1 19/04/21   11:12 PM19/04/21   11:12 PM

Commissioner Wilton Simpson at the 
Association board meeting.

http://containerpines.net
http://www.containerpines.net
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RICK DOLAN HAS been appointed 
State Forester and Director of the Florida 
Forest Service by Florida Commissioner 
of Agriculture Wilton Simpson.

“With his decades of experience, 
and proven leadership and emergency 
management skills, I am confident that 
he will successfully lead the Florida 
Forest Service into the future,”  said 
Commissioner Simpson. “Failure is not an 
option when it comes to protecting the 
state. It’s a critical job and Rick’s servant 
leadership and team-oriented approach 
make him perfect for the job.”

Dolan began his career at the 
Florida Forest Service in 1993 as a 

FEATURE

DOLAN APPOINTED STATE 
FORESTER AND DIRECTOR OF 
THE FLORIDA FOREST SERVICE

Dolan has been on the Florida Red 
Incident Management Team for 20 
years, working his way up from Division 
Supervisor trainee to Incident Commander 
Type 1. He has led the team nationally on 
wildfires in Oregon, Washington, North 
Carolina, and numerous in-state assign-
ments, including hurricane responses.

“We look forward to continuing our 
strong partnership with the Florida Forest 
Service under Rick’s leadership,” said 
Executive Vice President Alan Shelby. 
“With our shared focus on the continu-
ing health, sustainability, and vitality of 
Florida forestry, I feel confident that good 
things are on the horizon.” •

1089727_Beard.indd   1 07/11/22   9:39 PM

Forest Ranger in the Perry District. 
He was promoted to Senior Forest 
Ranger at Goethe State Forest in 
1996 and in 1999, Dolan became 
the first Forest Area Supervisor for 
the newly created Wildfire Mitigation 
Team located in Bunnell, Florida. In 
2000, Dolan transferred to a tradi-
tional Forest Area Supervisor posi-
tion covering Alachua and Gilchrist 
counties. 

Dolan was promoted to the 
Operations Administrator position in 
2010 and has been the Waccasassa 
Forestry Center Manager for the last 
nine years.

http://beardequipment.com
http://www.beardequipment.com
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By JOHN ALTER

About the author: Longtime Association 
member John Alter has coordinated the 
Jackson County Forestry in the Classroom 
efforts for several years. He also serves 
on the Board of Directors and communi-
cation committee and has received the 

Bringing Forestry  
into the 

Classroom
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FEATURE

Association’s 2018 “Above and Beyond 
Award,” as well as the 2015 Outstanding 
Tree Farmer of the Year Award.

EVERY YEAR WHEN the Florida Forestry 
Association asks us to join in to celebrate 

Florida Forestry Week, they offer us an 
assortment of methods to do our part. 

On the Florida Forests Week page on 
their website (FLForestry.org, under the 
Programs tab), they list numerous ways 
we members can help: Write a letter to 

John Alter brings forestry into the classroom for fourth graders at Dayspring Christian Academy in Marianna, FL.

http://FLForestry.org
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the editor of your local newspaper; Give 
a talk to your local civic club; or – the one 
that I enjoy – Make a “Forestry in the 
Classroom” presentation to a group of 
eager-to-learn fourth graders!

Getting Started
Visit the Association’s Florida Forests 
Week site and review all the material 
and suggestions made available there. 
I decided to use a couple of methods 
that I’ll share with you. 

To get the ball rolling, you need to 
decide which school or schools you’d 
like to visit. Back in 2016 I decided to 
make a presentation to the fourth grad-
ers in the town where I live – Malone, FL. 
Once you have decided on the school, 
get in touch with the principal and 
explain your mission, how it relates to 
the Association’s celebration and how 
you would like to proceed. There’s a 
sample letter on the website if you’d 
like help getting started.

I actually made contact with the 
school at the end of one school year 
and planned ahead for the fall semester 
of the next school year so the teacher 
could include the presentation in their 
lesson planning. They should plan for a 
45-minute session. Obtain the teacher’s 
contact information and confirm if the 
principal wants to be included in the 
progress of your future visit. 

In the fall, give the teacher a month 
to get their new school year started, 
and then make contact to work out the 
details of the exact day and time you 
will make your presentation.

Who’s the Presenter?
Who will actually make the presenta-
tion? Obviously since you are in the 
forestry business you could be the 
“teacher.” In my case, I chose to have 

a team consisting of a landowner and a 
forester do the job. Most Florida Forest 
Service County Foresters are tasked 
with making classroom presentations, 
so contacting your County Forester is 

a smart move. They often already have 
a suitable program ready to present. 

However, if the school is large enough, 
they may have multiple fourth grade 
classes and need to schedule several 

YOU ALREADY KNOW THE STORY—YOU JUST HAVE TO 
SORT OUT YOUR THOUGHTS… AND RELATE THEM TO 

FOURTH GRADERS. THE CHILDREN ARE WIDE OPEN 
FOR YOUR VERSION.

The Jackson County team: Matt McGaughey, Danny Duce, Tom Stadsklev, Deanna Orshall, 
Lesia Andrews, Caroline Dauzat, Camille and Carly Barnes.

Lesia Andrews and Danny Duce spent the best 45 minutes of their day with fourth graders in 
Malone, FL.
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LET’S GROW TOGETHER

blake reese
genetic investment advisor

Proudly Serving FLORIDA
850-445-2437 breese@IFCOSEEDLINGS.COM

OUR NURSERY LOCATIONS

IFCOSEEDLINGS.COM
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“Forestry in the Classroom” presenta-
tions simultaneously. That means you 
will have to recruit some additional pre-
senters. I found it easy since most land-
owners like to share a story about their 
trees. Chances are you or the County 

Forester also know other landowners 
and private consulting foresters to make 
up the additional teams. This year we 
fielded six teams and made 19 presen-
tations to 425 students in seven differ-
ent schools across our county.

What’s Your Message?
You already know the story – you just 
have to sort out your thoughts… and 
relate them to fourth graders. The chil-
dren are wide open for your version. 
They eagerly listen to you talk about your 
trees: how you plant them; how you care 
for them; how you thin them; how you 
cut them; and how you haul them to the 
mills… and how you replant more trees 
after your harvest. And, of course, don’t 
forget to tell them how the critters love 
your trees, and that they don’t disappear 
when you conduct a thinning or harvest.

On their website, the Association has 
provided us with a set of generic visu-
als that can be downloaded to a porta-
ble thumb drive that can be used in the 
classroom because each is equipped 
with some kind of projection capabil-
ity now days. The visuals can also help 
organize your remarks and lead you eas-
ily from topic to topic. It can be person-
alized by inserting pictures of your tree 
farm and timber operation. The more 
you put yourself into the presentation, 
the easier it is to talk to the students.

Jackson County Forester Barry Stafford’s banker box is a great way to illustrate how trees are grown and harvested to make a wide variety of 
“Goods from the Woods.”

mailto:breese@IFCOSEEDLINGS.COM
http://IFCOSEEDLINGS.COM
https://ifcoseedlings.com/
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Timing is critical in getting the job done right. Azelis A&ES 
provides superior service and delivers the correct product 
when you need it, ensuring an accurate and timely application.

FL, GA

George “Cub” Smith
904-463-8352
Cub.Smith@azelis.com

=Retail locations:
Americus, GA
Waycross, GA
Alabaster, AL

GA
AL

SC

FL

AzelisAES-US.com

Red River Specialties is now 
Azelis Agricultural & 
Environmental Solutions. 
Still the same reliable people 
and high quality herbicides 
with superior application 
services. 

1082038_Red.indd   1 18/08/22   9:08 PM

After you have completed the 
“formal” part of the story, here’s the 
highpoint of your visit: You reveal how 
trees end up as a key part of the more 
than 5,000 “Goods from the Woods” 
products! 

Banker Box Magic
Get yourself a banker box, a couple 
dozen new wooden lead pencils (which 
are available from the Association), 
some poster paint, crayons or colored 
construction paper. Your assignment is 
to create a “forest” using the pencils 
as your “trees.” You can get as creative 
as you want with the art supplies by 
adding “soil,” “grass,” “streams” and 
even some miniature critters that will 
help you make the point about cutting 
timber and maintaining healthy wild-
life. Once you have decorated your 
banker box lid, create your rows of 
trees by punching holes and inserting 
your pencils to show a mature stand 
of trees.

Here’s an idea: use your children 
or grandchildren to do the artwork to 
create your forest or ask the 4-H leader 

at your local ag extension office to help 
you make your visual aid. 

Now you’re ready to look over the 
“Goods from the Woods” sheet (also 
found on the Association’s website). 
Select two dozen or so items that will 
surprise the kids and underscore the 

amazing use of wood (usually in the form 
of cellulose) in the astonishing range 
of necessary products we all need and 
use every day.

In the classroom, call the students up 
one-by-one and ask them to pick out a 
product that they use every day. As each 
student retrieves a wood-based prod-
uct from the box, you have an opportu-
nity to tell what connects it to the forest. 
Next, suggest that needing or using that 
product will require harvesting two or 
three trees from your forest, so ask the 
student to pull the requisite number of 
pencils from your “stand.” By the end of 
the “harvesting,” the class will be pre-
sented with a “clear cut” – except the 
remaining trees along your creek or lake 
that demonstrate the riparian require-
ment that professional loggers respect.

Now you can make the story of sus-
tainability and responsible landowners 
who replant their stands investing in 
the next generation of timber. You can 
make the point with some simple statis-
tics that here in Florida we actually plant 
more trees than we harvest! 

What Do You Say to  
a Fourth Grader?
Our mission is to help young folks (and 
their families) understand that it’s OK to 
cut a tree – it’s a sustainable resource! 
And they will absolutely be amazed 
when you open your box of Goods from 

John Alter shows the students a pine cone from his tree farm.

mailto:Cub.Smith@azelis.com
http://AzelisAES-US.com
http://www.rrsi.com
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Cell:  386-623-0964 / 386-397-3656 
Home: 386-792-1285
Fax: 386-792-3679

Norris & Son Reforestation

Albert & Chad Norris
Owners

12252 SE 50th Drive 
Jasper, FL 32052
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T.W. Byrd’s Sons, Inc.
~ Timber Buyers ~

11860 E US 27
Branford, FL 32008

Phone: 386.935.1544
Fax: 386.935.3884
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the Woods and let each student pick a product that they use 
every day … that they can’t live without… and then “dis-
cover” it contains wood! Remember: “Cellulose makes ice 
cream creamier!”

How you tell the story is as varied as there are landown-
ers and foresters to tell it. 

We have prepared a basic curriculum that provides some 
of the basic points we hope to make with the students. You’d 
be amazed at how easy it is to talk to the kids and relay your 
story based on your experience. Of course, the foresters can 
usually convey the “facts” about growing trees, but you can 

WHERE DID “The Box” Come From?
Back in 2015, Association member 

Lynetta Usher started to receive letters 
from fourth graders attending a nearby 
school. They were critical of her cutting 
trees and they urged her to stop ruining the 
world. Upon investigation Lynetta learned 
that a teacher had assigned the project 
as part of an English letter-writing lesson.

Lynetta saw this as an educational 
opportunity. She grabbed a banker box, 
”threw in a few examples of “Goods from 

the Woods” and stuck some pencils in the 
lid like growing trees.

“The Box” was born!
After telling the class how trees are a sus-

tainable resource, she explained how trees 
are planted (and cared for and harvested) 
and how seedlings are planted to grow the 
next generation of pine trees. Then she 
asked the students to come forward one-
by-one and select one of the “goods” from 
the box that they need or use every day. 
Everyone was amazed at how many useful 

and necessary products contain some ele-
ment of a harvested pine tree.

This part of the “Forestry in the 
Classroom” performance continues to 
be the hit of the presentation. The chil-
dren – and the teachers! – are amazed 
and amused at the wide range of products 
they use and depend on every day come 
from wood – beyond the usual wood and 
paper-based products.

Thank you, Lynetta, for your creativity 
and leadership!

Background

John deBrauwere uses a tree cookie as a visual aid in his presentation 
to students.

mailto:adam@mizelldevelopment.com
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deliver a “neighborly” story of why you 
love to grow trees and where you fit into 
the grand timber story.

And remember, “The Box” will 
always be the hit of the show and help 

you carry the message of the variety 
of necessary products that come from 
timber, and why it’s OK to cut a tree.

Fourth graders will love to hear you 
tell the forestry story. •

BRISTOL
FLORIDA

850.643.2238

GRACEVILLE
FLORIDA

850.263.2056

BROOKHAVEN
MISSISSIPPI 
601.833.1990 

TROY
ALABAMA

334.770.0950

REX-LUMBER.com

1019021_Rex.indd   1 19/09/20   2:48 AM

2023 Florida Forests Week will be celebrated October 22-28. For more 
information, please visit the “Florida Forests Week” page under the 
Programs tab at FLForestry.org.

EARLIER I MENTIONED that I combined two of the suggestions offered by the 
Association on their Florida Forestry Week Website.

I took the opportunity of the upcoming week of presentations to all 425 fourth 
grade students in our county to write a Letter to the Editor of our local papers 
explaining the project and its purpose. I used that medium as a “heads-up” to the 
local community. Fortunately, one paper turned my letter into a front-page news 
item.  The other publication sent a photographer into the classroom and covered 
it as a special photo-story. 

Our teams of twelve local presenters were eager to talk with the students, and 
I’m convinced we got our message across.

Next year we just might consider adding all the local service and civic clubs to 
our audience list. Those groups are made up of active folks who are area leaders 
and can multiply your amazing story to many others. 

Think about it: you already have the message prepared; clubs are eager to 
have interesting programs about the community; they all have projection equip-
ment – all you have to do is let them know you’re available to celebrate Florida 
Forests Week with them.

Enjoy the rubber chicken!

Multiplying the Message

http://REX-LUMBER.com
http://FLForestry.org
http://floridaforest.outdoorund.com
http://www.outdoorund.com
http://www.rex-lumber.com


STRONGER
TOGETHER

Cutting-edge speakers 

Florida's largest forestry trade show

Timber Toppers Golf Tournament

Women of Forestry brunch

A special musical performance by the iconic
Swingin' Medallions

Silent auction

And more!!!

Events include...

  Visit FLForestry.org/Annual-Meeting for details.

2023 Annual Meeting
August 29-31

Sandestin Golf and Beach Resort
Miramar Beach, Florida

Please join us as we celebrate our 
100th Anniversary! 
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FEATURE

By JOSHUA BAKER 
Communications Specialist
UF/IFAS School of Forest, Fisheries,  
& Geomatics Sciences

REPRESENTATIVES FROM SEVERAL 
parts of the University of Florida, includ-
ing the School of Forest, Fisheries, and 
Geomatics Sciences (SFFGS), visited 
the University of Arkansas campus in 
Fayetteville in February to tour facilities 
constructed using mass-timber, as part of 
an ongoing effort to bring a new compre-
hensive natural resource building to UF’s 
campus.

The group met with Peter MacKeith, dean 
of the Fay Jones School of Architecture and 
Design, and others who helped plan, con-
struct, and maintain several mass-timber 
building projects, including Adohi Hall and 
the Library Annex Building.

Adohi Hall, a 708-bed dormitory that 
includes fabrication spaces, media labs, 
recording studios and many other ameni-
ties, was the largest cross-laminated timber 
building in the United States at the time of 
its construction in 2019. The Library Annex 
Building is a 27,000-square-foot storage facil-
ity designed to house books, artwork, and 
other materials used by the school’s library 
system when they aren’t on active display.

Mass-timber construction offers several 
advantages over traditional steel and con-
crete systems. Building with wood inherently 
stores carbon and creates less emissions 
during construction when compared to steel 
and concrete forms. In addition to environ-
mental benefits, the mass-timber construc-
tion process is faster, generates less waste 
and produces less noise pollution. The pro-
cess also supports local landowners and 
mills, as well as the communities that rely 
on them.

EXPLORING OPPORTUNITIES 
IN MASS-TIMBER 
CONSTRUCTION
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Looking up toward the ceiling of the massive 27,000-square-foot Library Annex Building.



Florida Forests   21   Spring/Summer 2023

Mass-timber also creates a “biophilic” living environment, 
an architectural term that describes the human desire to 
interact with and appreciate the natural environment. The 
aesthetics of exposed wood in mass-timber buildings such 
as Adohi Hall create a welcome space that is beneficial to 
human well-being.

“The exposed wood in the rooms and gathering areas of 
Adohi Hall had a warm and homey feeling, a perfect fit for a 
dormitory,” said Daniel Kelley, project coordinator for the U.S. 
Forest Service Wood Innovation Grant awarded to SFFGS. “It’s 
inspiring to look at a building that accentuates wood in its 
design, but also emphasizes sustainable forest management.”

There are some challenges associated with mass-timber, 
including the threat of fire, insects, and moisture, but recent 
improvements in construction and abatement techniques 
have largely addressed these concerns. Independent tests 
show that mass-timber beams remain structurally sound lon-
ger than steel beams when exposed to fire. 

Mass-timber projects are also not cheaper; however, if 
designed to take advantage of exposed wood panels, sav-
ings associated with lower finishing costs, such as less dry-
wall or paint, make them cost-competitive.

While mass-timber cannot entirely replace concrete, steel 
and other materials in construction, it can be used judiciously 
and appropriately in combination with these materials to offer 
significant benefits. 

A college dormitory and a massive library storage house 
might not sound like the ideal candidates to try out exper-
imental wood-building processes on, but the University of 
Arkansas’s commitment to mass-timber construction has had 
amazing results. 

“It was inspiring to see the mass-timber structures in 
Fayetteville. They were beautiful and functional, and it was 
clear that they were valued for their contribution to sustain-
ability,” said Scott Sager, a staff member with the School of 
Forest, Fisheries, and Geomatics Sciences who attended the 
trip. “The opportunity to create an attractive, effective struc-
ture, out of a locally available material, was inspiring.”

This trip was funded by a U.S. Forest Service Wood 
Innovation Grant awarded to the forestry program and Atelier 
Mey, an architectural firm led by Christopher Meyer and 
Shawna Meyer.

Atelier Mey is a design firm based in Miami with over 
two decades of experience. They designed and built the 
first mass-timber structure in Miami-Dade County, and con-
tinue to collaborate with the forestry and timber industry 
to design new mass-timber projects. The Meyers are also 
both alums of the architecture program at the University of 
Arkansas-Fayetteville.

The proposed 200,000-square-foot multidisciplinary natu-
ral resources building in the center of the University of Florida’s 
campus in Gainesville, Florida, would provide classroom, lab-
oratory, and office space, and an opportunity for collabora-
tion across the breadth of natural resources programs at the 
University. •

IN ADDITION TO ENVIRONMENTAL 
BENEFITS, THE MASS-TIMBER 

CONSTRUCTION PROCESS IS FASTER, 
GENERATES LESS WASTE AND PRODUCES 

LESS NOISE POLLUTION.

Dean Peter MacKeith of the University of Arkansas Fay Jones School 
of Architecture and Design speaks to the group inside of a hallway in 
Library Annex Building.

Inside the “Cabin” common room in Adohi Hall. This space features 
televisions, air hockey tables, lounge furniture and a kitchen. 

The group from the University of Florida and Atelier Mey touring the 
inside of Adohi Hall.



LEARN. NETWORK. GROW. 
 
 

Forestry Forward is the Florida Forestry
Association’s leadership program offering
opportunities to engage with peers, develop
leadership skills, network with colleagues and
mentors, and learn about Florida’s sustainable
forestry industry. 

Forestry Forward is a two-year program. The
program is free, but space is limited to 10
professionals per class. Individuals who are seeking
to enhance opportunities in their forestry careers
while developing their leadership skills are
encouraged to apply!

WHAT TO EXPECT?
Participants will engage in four regional sessions
each year, focused on education, skill-building, and
networking. 

Topics include:

-Leadership Training
-Onsite Tours & Industry Discussions
-Mission and Purpose of the Association
-How to Get Involved
-Networking Sessions 
-Participating in Advocacy Efforts

 
 

Apply to be part of Class #14 now!
Find out more under the Programs tab at

FLForestry.org or call Whitney Hough, 
Director of Member Services at 850.222.5646. 

FLORIDA FORESTRY ASSOCIATION'S

FORESTRY FORWARD
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NOTEWORTHY

The UF/IFAS School of Forest, Fisheries and Geomatics 
Sciences presented Association President Jimmy 
Bielling with its Distinguished Service Award at its Spring 

Celebration in April.
“Over the past 45 years, Jimmy Bielling has been a leader 

in the forestry community, a successful businessman, and a 
staunch supporter for the School,” said SFFGS Director Terrell 
“Red” Baker. “Despite having earned a bachelor’s degree 
from Florida State University, Jimmy’s service to our School 
is extensive.”

Baker shared that since 2011 Jimmy has hosted the Field 
Operations course, where he generally allows students to 
climb all over his equipment and ask questions about his busi-
ness. This includes during COVID in 2020 when he was fea-
tured in a virtual field-trip. His company has donated countless 

From left, UF/IFAS SFFGS Director Terrell “Red” Baker, Kathy, Jimmy, Jax and Jesse Bielling.

Association President Jimmy Bielling  
Honored by UF/IFAS School of Forest, Fisheries 

and Geomatic Sciences

hours of both staff- and machine-time for site-preparation on 
the Austin Cary Forest. He has made time in his schedule to 
support the School at meetings and events, such as the IFAS 
Annual Review and re-accreditation site visits. 

“Most importantly,” said Baker, “Jimmy has been a source 
of counsel and good judgment. When navigating a thorny 
issue, when we need to understand technical issues, or when 
we’re trying to find a contractor who can support a research 
project or a guest lecturer who can address a topic, we inev-
itably call Jimmy, and Jimmy helps us succeed.”

“This is a well-deserved honor for a man who puts his time, 
energy and heart into everything he does,” said Association 
Executive Vice President Alan Shelby. ”Jimmy loves to shine 
the spotlight on other people. It’s gratifying to see him being 
recognized with such a prestigious award.” •



Recruit the most "dues dollars"  in 2023.
Help your association grow even stronger. 

Increase your networking power.
Win money.

Every $1 in dues generated = 1 point

Example: Friend of Forestry member dues @ $70 = 70 points

The recruiter with the most points (250 minimum) 
on 12.31.23 wins a $250 VISA gift card from our friends at FLAG
Credit Union, a division of Bay Credit Union!

 

Contact Whitney Hough (Whitney@FLForestry.org) for details.

STRONGERSTRONGER
TOGETHERTOGETHER

Membership Competition
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
We will use the contact information provided below for our Membership Directory. All other information is kept confidential. 

Recommended for membership by ________________________________________________  
How did you hear about us?  _____________________________________________________     

Your Name ____________________________________________________________________  
Company Name (if applicable) _____________________________________________________  
Mailing Address ________________________________________________________________  
City __________________________________ State _________ ZIP ___________ 
Phone (______)___________________________Cell (______)__________________________  
Email ________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership category (see below) ________________________________________________ 

If Associate/Vendor, please indicate type of business _________________________________ 

Please indicate the amount of all the factors below that apply to calculating your membership dues: 

Sales _________  Base ______________  Employees ___________  Trucks ____________  
Acreage ________ Production _________  Consumption _______ MCF treated _________ 
Total Dues Amount Paid ____________________________________________ 

Please mail this form to: 
Florida Forestry Association 
402 East Jefferson Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32301 

r Check enclosed - Payable to Florida 
Forestry Association. 
r Please bill me - You may also email this
form to: Info@FLForestry.org. 
r Credit Card Payment - Pay online:
Community.FLForestry.org or call 
850-222-5646.

MEMBERSHIP DUES CATEGORIES & RATES 

Associate/Vendor: Bank; Finance/Lending; 
Insurance; Law Firm; Nursery; Real Estate; Retail; 
and any other affiliated businesses —  
Based on gross sales to the forest industry as follows: 
up to $500,000 sales = $345 
$500,001-$2.5M sales = $475 
over $2.5M sales = $1,050 

Chemical Manufacturer — $500 

Consulting Forester — $335 base (includes 1-owner), plus 
$80 per technical employee 

Contract Trucking Company — 
1-10 trucks = $135
11+ trucks = $320

Forest Equipment Supplier —  
Based on gross sales to the forest industry as follows: 
up to $10M sales = $500 
over $10M sales = $2,000 

Hunting Club —  
up to 3,000 acres = $70 
over 3,000 acres = $200 

Landowner —  
up to 500 acres = $95 
501-1,000 acres = $210
1,001-5,000 acres = $520
5,001-10,000 acres = $980
over 10,000 acres = $420 base plus $.083/acre on total
acreage

Logger/Timber Dealer/Chipper/Fuel Wood 
Supplier/Chip Mill/Exporter —  
Production/Exports: $210 base plus $.0067/ton 

Mulch Processor — $1,630 per facility 

Pine Straw —  
up to 1M bales = $230 
over 1M bales = $690 

Plywood Plant/Pole & Piling Producer/Sawmill/Veneer 
— Production: $210 base plus $.020/ton 

Pulp & Paper/Oriented Strand Board/Utility/Bioenergy/ 
Biofuel/Wood Pellet Producers —  
(Base + Consumption of Florida wood + Acreage) 
With no production: base = $2,875 

With production: base = $8,325 per company + 
consumption of Florida wood = $.0067/ton + 
acreage owned/leased = $.083/acre on total acreage 

Silvicultural Contractor (Applicator/Herbicide 
Distributor/Planting/Site Prep) —  
Based on the total # of acres where any application is 
applied as follows:  
up to 10,000 acres = $210 
over 10,000 acres = $500 

Treating Plant —$.62/MCF on all treated products 

Other — If you don’t feel that the above categories are 
appropriate for you, please call us at 850.222.5646 to 
determine if you qualify as a Friend of Forestry, Legacy 
Landowner (Association Landowner heir), Retired (retired 
forest industry employee) or Student/Teacher (full time). 

REV 10.22	
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SNAPSHOTS

Our first Membership Meeting of 2023, held March 23 at Bradford 
Sportsmen’s Farm in Graham, FL, was a resounding success, with over 
85 members and guests from across Florida in attendance. Sponsored 

by ArborGen, Inc., and Farm Credit of Florida, the event featured networking 
opportunities, a delicious lunch, and a legislative update from our Executive 
Vice President, Alan Shelby. The highlight of the day was a fun-filled Sporting 
Clay Shoot, with Farm Credit of Florida generously donating gift cards for the 
top performers.

On Thursday, April 6, a crowd of around 50 members gathered at the beau-
tifully restored Bascom Schoolhouse for the Association’s second and final 
regional meeting of the year. Good food and fellowship were in abundance! 
Alan Shelby once again gave an update on legislative affairs. John Alter, who 
hosted the occasion along with his wife Elizabeth, shared the story of how the 
community came together to restore the former schoolhouse and give it new 
life as an event center. Many thanks to our sponsors, Farm Credit of Northwest 
Florida and ArborGen, Inc., and to our hosts, the Alters. •

Josh Crawford and Anna Wilkes-Veon with Austen and Avery Roberts.

Membership Meetings and Sporting Clay Shoot

Richard Bertrand with ArborGen’s DJ Joiner and Jason Cromer.

Executive Vice President Alan Shelby stands by as 
Director of Membership Whitney Hough takes aim.

Event hosts Elizabeth and John Alter in front of the 
restored Bascom Schoolhouse.

Farm Credit of Florida fielded a team of fun-loving 
sharpshooters.
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Products & Services Showcase

Contact Us | 1.800.752.7009 | NutrienSolutions.com

#LeadingTheField

@NutrienSolVM

DRIVING
INNOVATION.

At Nutrien Solutions, we partner with you to 

understand your forest management objectives with 

uncompromised commitment and stewardship. We 

provide the safest, most sustainable and cost-effective 

vegetation management strategies in the industry.

LOCAL APPROACH.  NATIONWIDE EXPERTISE.

Stay ahead of the curve with Nutrien™ Solutions – A team 

of experienced industry professionals helping to develop a 

program to best suit your land management needs.
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Founded in 1968

912-375-5174

www.beasleygroup.com

The Beasley Group is a diversified, family owned forest products business. Beasley Timber 
Company is the procurement arm for the Beasley Group’s hardwood, cypress and pine sawmills. 

BTC focuses on specialized logging operations to harvest timber in challenging ground conditions. 
We employ Florida based, BTC owned logging crews, along with localized contracted logging 
crews. Additionally we support satellite wood yard in Lake City serviced by Beasley Logistics. 

Please contact our office for inquiries about selling your timber.

P.O. Box 788

Hazlehurst, GA 31539

1074579_TheBeasley.indd   1 10/05/22   4:26 PM

AMERICAN FOREST
M A N A G E M E N T

1041869_American.indd   1 01/05/21   12:38 AM

http://NutrienSolutions.com
http://www.beasleygroup.com
http://americanforestmanagement.com
http://afmrealestate.com
http://NutrienSolutions.com
http://www.americanforestmanagement.com
http://www.beasleyforestproducts.com
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Classifieds
CONSULTING FORESTERS
A.W. Powers Forestry, Inc. 
2800 SE 26th Place 
Trenton, FL 32693 
Ph: (352) 463-1300 
Email: powersforestry@aol.com 
 

Established in 1998, Professional Forestry 
Consultant serving the forestry industry.  Our 
specialties include:  Site Preparation & Planting 
Assistance, Timber Sale Assistance, Forest 
Management & Forest Management Plans, Timber 
Cruising, Timber Marking, Timber Appraisals, 
Stewardship Plans, Cash Flow Analysis and 
Computerized Mapping.

LAND & TIMBER MANAGEMENT
B & B Dugger, Inc 
P O Box 121 
Crawfordville, FL 32326 
Ph: (850) 566-0831 
Fax: (850) 926-1390 
Email: office@bandbdugger.com 
Web: www.bandbdugger.com 
 
 

B&B Dugger is a forestry company providing a 
multitude of forestry services in North Florida, 
South Georgia and the surrounding areas. 
Established in 1980, we provide forestry consulting, 
mechanical/chemical site preparation, prescribed 
burning, fire lines, mowing/mulching, stumping, 
fire suppression, food plot/pasture/road/pond 
improvements, mapping services & aerial drone 
mapping/photography. We are a U.S.D.A. 
registered contractor. Contact Dalton Dugger at 
(850) 566-2715.

Wiregrass Land & Timber Co. 
2572 State Highway 83 N 
DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433 
Ph: (334) 793-2498 
Fax: (850) 892-0955 
Toll Free Ph: (334) 726-9339 
Email: scoleman@panhandle.rr.com 
 

Contact: Steve Coleman, Forest Tec 
Ph: (334) 726-9339 
Email: scoleman@panhandle.rr.com 
 

Forestry Services- Specializing in treeplanting, 
scalping, subsoiling, bushhogging, fireline 
maintenance, kudzu control, wildlife plots, 
boundary line maintenance, prescribed and site 
prep burning, herbicide spraying, site prep, timber 
marking and timber marketing.

LAND/TIMBER MANAGEMENT &  
REAL ESTATE
Florida Land Network 
250 NW Main Boulevard #75 
Lake City, FL 32055 
Ph: (386) 365-2770 
Email: flgaland@gmail.com 
Web: www.northfloridalandforsale.com 
 

A. Leonard Dicks is a Proud Member and Supporter 
of Florida Forestry Association for over 20 years, 
Leonard will help you with any Land and Timber 
Management Services. Purchasing or Marketing 
Property in North Florida is a big decision. Leonard 
has Decades of Experience and can help you with 
your Real Estate and Real People Needs. Contact 
him today.
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Plan your visit at ExploreFloridaForests.com 
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