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2026 LEGISLATIVE
POSITION
STATEMENTS

The Florida House and
Senate will convene on
Tuesday, January 13, 2026, to begin the annual
state legislative session in Tallahassee. Below we
have shared the Association’s legislative position
statements that will form the foundation of our
advocacy efforts for the session.

ISSUE: Industry Market Enhancement

In the wake of Hurricanes Michael, Idalia, and Helene,
timberland owners, loggers and manufactures have
all struggled to find a “new normal” In addition
to the storms, manufacturing facilities, world
markets, development pressure, and other factors
have stressed the fragile balance between forest
production and end users.

Florida Forestry Association Position:

We encourage investment in the development of
existing and new outlets for wood and wood products
in the state of Florida. This includes but is not limited
to legislation which creates incentives, tax credits, and
workforce training to equip our forest communities to
compete and thrive in the changing timber market.

ISSUE: Mass Timber

Mass timber is a relatively new product to the market
and has demonstrated its comparability to other
materials related to wind, fires, load, and cost. The
2021 International Building Code recognized mass
timber as an appropriate material to be used in new
construction projects. However, the Florida Building
Commission has not yet included mass timber in its
updates to the state building code.

Florida Forestry Association Position:

In the absence of clear technical reasons for the
continued denial of Mass Timber Provisions in the
Florida Building Code, the Association supports
legislation directing the Florida Building Commission
to include mass timber as an approved material in the
state building code.

ISSUE: Florida Building Commission

Florida's Building Commission is currently comprised
of 19 members appointed by the governor with
preferred input from a variety of stakeholders.
Arguably, the wood and wood products industry has

very little opportunity to provide direct input on
people seeking appointments to the Commission.

Florida Forestry Association Position:

The Association supports legislation which expands
the Commission to include a specific representative
from the wood and wood products industry or at a
minimum updating the Florida Building Commission
statutes to allow the wood and wood products industry
to receive preferred status on the appropriate existing
commission seats.

ISSUE: Prohibition on the use of wood/lumber
While the state was largely spared in the 2025
hurricane season, there is no doubt we have
seen many strong storms impact the peninsula in
recent years. To this end, insurance rates continue
to be extremely volatile while the state and local
jurisdictions seek to update building codes to
mitigate storm damage. To account for the “Florida”
challenges, it has been suggested that the state limit
or restrict the types of materials which can be used to
build in Florida’s coastal communities.

Florida Forestry Association Position:

The Association opposes any legislation or rules
which seek to restrict, prohibit or eliminate the use
of dimensional lumber or other wood products in
residential, commercial or industrial buildings. The
Association strongly supports the addition of mass
timber into the Florida Building Code.

ISSUE: Per- and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS)
PFAS are a complex family of chemicals which are
critical in many of the products we use to power our
lives. Not surprisingly, PFAS are not all created equal;
each chemical has its own unique structure and use.
Recently, legacy PFAS have shown up in locations such
as airports, military bases, and fire training centers,
most likely due to PFAS being used in many Class B fire
suppression foams. Both the federal Environmental
Protection Agency and the state Department of
Environmental Protection have contemplated new
regulations and water quality standards which would
include criteria for PFAS. Given their unique nature,
there is still much debate on the impacts of PFAS.

Florida Forestry Association Position:

The Association supports a measured and scientifically
defensible approach to the creation and adoption of
PFAS standards. Standards must also take technical and
economic feasibility into consideration, as well as the
attainability of any proposed metrics or numeric criteria
for PFAS.
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ISSUE: Farm TEAM Card

A priority of Commissioner Wilton Simpson, the 2023
Legislature created the Florida Farm Tax Exempt
Agricultural Materials (TEAM) card. Similar to the
Georgia GATE card, the Florida card was created to
allow farmers to present a card to received sales tax
exemptions for which they were entitled as opposed to
filling out affidavits at every retail purchase point. The
card was created to streamline the purchase process
and provide a more efficient process for the farmer.

Florida Forestry Association Position:

The Association supports the creation of a card similar
in concept to the TEAM card, which would be available
to those specific companies who directly work in the
agriculture or forestry industries and by the nature of use
are entitled to certain tax exemptions.

ISSUE: Trucking Weights

The Association has been and continues to be a vocal
supporter of a permanent increase in truck weights on
federal highways.In 2010, the state legislature approved
an increase in truck weights up to 88,000 pounds on
non-interstate highways. The limit on federal interstate
highways is currently 80,000 pounds.

Florida Forestry Association Position:

The Association supports federal legislation or policy to
permanently increase truck weights for transporters of
forestry and ag products on federal interstate highways.

ISSUE: Sales Tax Exemption

The 2022 legislature expanded sales tax exemptions
on farm trailers used in the production and transport
of forestry and agricultural crops. However, only trailers
owned by a farmer as defined in Florida law qualify for
the exemption. This excludes a significant segment
of trailers used by loggers and other forestry service
providers.

Florida Forestry Association Position:

The Association supports legislation to expand the state
sales tax exemption on trailers to include those used in
logging and other forest service industries.

ISSUE: Tort Reform

Frivolous lawsuits and abuse of the court system
directly impact the cost of doing business in Florida,
create higher insurance premiums, slow job growth
and creation, and remove any predictability from a
system where profit margins are increasingly smaller.
We appreciate the work Florida's legislature has
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completed over the years to minimize frivolous lawsuits
and protect all business including Florida’s wood and
wood products industry. We recognize there is still work
needed within the broader world of tort reform.

Florida Forestry Association Position:

The Association supports any efforts by the legislature to
further discourage or eliminate frivolous lawsuits. Whether
they are broadly focused or narrowly tailored to a specific
area, each improvement can lead to reduced business costs
and a stable business environment.

ISSUE: Immigration Reform

Over the past several years, there have been multiple
state legislative proposals requiring employers to use
the federal E-Verify system to verify the legal status of
their workers.

Florida Forestry Association Position:

The Association believes immigration reform is a national
issue and should be dealt with at the federal level rather
than on a state-by-state basis.

ISSUE: Tangible Personal Property Taxes

Under Florida law, businesses are required to pay taxes
on alltangible personal property. The taxes are collected
by local governments and are a vital part of local
government revenues. Florida's constitution provides
a nominal amount of relief through an exemption to
a small portion of the tax, but agricultural and forest
products businesses pay a significant bill statewide.

Florida Forestry Association Position:

The Association supports passage of the proposed Florida
constitutional amendment to eliminate tangible personal
property taxes on agricultural and forest lands.

ISSUE: Labor Contracting

The United States Department of Labor is currently
working on new regulations which have the potential
to fundamentally change how independent contractors
are classified by employers. Most notably, the proposed
rules would require a contractor to calculate the hours
worked for each individual client; in the event one client
receives the predominant daily/ weekly work hours, the
contractor would be considered a direct employee of
that client.

Florida Forestry Association Position:

The Association opposes any proposed rules that would
fundamentally change the contractor/client relationship.
We believe all businesses should be able to contract out
specific duties as best suits their business model, regardless
of the hours involved.

ISSUE: Critical Wetlands

During the 2023 Florida legislative session, the
legislature passed updates to Florida water law. These
updates enabled water management districts to
develop a database of wetlands and other hydrologic
features for the purposes of conservation and to meet
existing requirements under Florida’s minimum flows
and levels (MFLs) laws. While the intent is laudable, in
practice some water management districts have set up

systems where landowners who have critical wetland
features are automatically included in the database and
must take action to “opt out.”

Florida Forestry Association Position:

The Association supports legislation or rules that allow
impacted landowners to “opt into” inclusion in the
database, rather than requiring them to “opt out.”

ISSUE: Air Quality Regulation/EPA’s PM 2.5 Rule
updates

Florida remains the national model for the success of
prescribed burning as an effective land management
and wildfire mitigation tool. Although Florida's
program receives much national recognition, there
are groups who aggressively push to eliminate fire as
a management tool. EPA’s recent move to lower the PM
2.5 microns standards have the potential to severely
impact prescribed burning in Florida and throughout
the nation. The PM 2.5 rules set standards and ranges
of particulate matter in the air for the purposes of
determining air quality and public safety. The new
standard of 9 micorns per cubic meter is very low and
provides almost no variance from baseline natural air
measures absent of human activity. This change by
EPA to a lower PM 2.5 standard will undoubtedly limit
the number of actual burning day in a calendar year in
Florida. In some locations throughout the U.S., it could
eliminate prescribed fire completely, which in turn
increases the threat of wildfire and its severe impact on
our nation’s air quality.

Florida Forestry Association Position:

The Association strongly —opposes rules which
unrealistically limit land managers’ ability to utilize
prescribed fire as a cost-effective and efficient
management tool. The Association supports allowing
the removal of prescribed fire emissions from annual
state standards to protect prescribed fire programs
nationwide. As Florida’s population continues to expand
and people move into forest-rich areas, it would be foolish
and dangerous to eliminate our most effective wildfire
prevention tool.

Priority Budget Issues:

Florida Forest Service -

Rural & Family Lands Program $150 M
Wildfire Equipment Replacement $20M
FLs Future Forest Reforestation Program $4 M
Maintenance $21M
Land Management $20M
Emergency Wildfire Management $64 M
UF/IFAS -

Workload $6.3M
4H Camp Cherry Lake Facility $5M
Center for Artificial Intelligence in Ag $45M

Department of Environmental Protection -
Springs Protection Funding $50 M
Florida Forever Funding $100M

EUDR UPDATE

Member states in the
European Council
have formally adopted
amendments to the EU
Deforestation Regulation
(EUDR). This marks the last
major legislative step to introduce a new one-year
delay and simplifications to the new law requiring
companies to ensure that products imported to or
exported from EU markets no longer contribute to
deforestation and forest degradation globally.
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Highlights of changes that will impact forestry
include:

e 12-month postponement for all operators:
A one-year delay for all operators and traders
until December 30, 2026, with an additional six-
month extension for micro and small operators
(until June 2027).

e Commission simplification review: The
Commission is tasked with conducting a
simplification review by April 30, 2026, which
will focus on reducing administrative burdens
and proposing legislative amendments where
necessary.

e Streamlined due-diligence responsibilities
within the EU: Only the first downstream operator
in the EU supply chain will be responsible for
collecting and retaining the reference number of
the initial due diligence statement. They will not
be required to pass the numbers further down
the chain.

JACK VOGEL JOINS FLORIDA
AGRICULTURAL LEGENDS

In February, longtime Association
member and past president John
Thomas “Jack” Vogel will take his
place among Florida agriculture’s
most distinguished leaders with his
induction into the Florida Agricultural
Hall of Fame.

When: Tuesday, February 10, 2026, at 6 PM EST

Where: Entertainment Hall
Florida State Fairgrounds
4800 U.S. Highway 301 N.
Tampa, Florida

Buy tickets: bit.ly/VogelAgHallofFame

For more information about the banquet, the Florida
Agricultural Hall of Fame, and Jack Vogel, please visit
FloridaAgHallofFame.org

www.FLForestry.org



MASTER LOGGERS AND
OTHER PARTICIPANTS

Registration is now open for our
2026 CLE workshops and core training.

Dates for our 2026 CLE Workshops:
February 28 - Branford

June 25 - Virtual

October 8 - Virtual

December 10 - Virtual

Dates for the 2026 Core Training:
May 6 — Gateway College, Lake City
October 22 - Virtual

Register and learn more at
bit.ly/LoggerTraining

Questions?
Contact Krista Harvard: Krista@FLForestry.org
or 850.222.5646.

VISITOUR ONLINE STORE

(—  amm ) Show your support for the
Association with our branded
merchandise! We are currently
featuring a selection of stylish hats,
visors, polos, socks, and ties that
will up your fashion game while
promoting the industry you love.

Scan the QR code to shop now!

Look good. Feel proud.
Support the mission.

WORKING FOREST PARTNERS

Working Forest Partners (WFP) is a diverse statewide
coalition with representatives from all aspects of the
forest industry, environmental advocacy groups, and
governmental agencies who share an appreciation of
Florida's working forests and their significant benefits.
The group held its annual roundtable discussion on
December 12, 2025, at Tall Timbers Research Station
in Tallahassee.

Co-chaired by Mark Milligan, the Association’s
Communications Committee chair, and Julie
Wraithmell, Audubon Florida’s Executive Director, the
group discussed issues with areas of common interest
and support. The group discussed challenges currently
facing Florida forestry and brainstormed together to
offer vital solutions.

“These meetings are important because they keep lines
of communication open and strengthen our alliance,”
said Interim Association Executive Vice President
Brittany Varn.“Our WFP friends understand that solid
markets make it possible for forestland owners to keep
growing trees, ensuring the sustainability of Florida’s
forests. They have stood with us as we battle to have
mass timber included in the state’s building code, for
example. We are grateful for their support and look
forward to working with them on other issues of
mutual concern’”

Many thanks to all the Partners and Association
members who took part in this beneficial meeting!

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS & SHOOTS

RSVP for membership meetings to Whitney at 850.222.5646 or Whitney@FLForestry.org

Wednesday, March 11, 2026
11 AM-1 PM (Eastern)

Bradford Sportsmen’s Farm
Graham, Florida

RSVP Deadline: March 4

Sporting clays shoot immediately following.
Team of 4: $500, includes cart
Individual: $130, includes cart

Register for this shoot online at
bit.ly/bradfordshoot or
by scanning this QR code:
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Wednesday, March 19, 2026
11 AM-1PM (Central)

Hard Labor Creek Plantation
Chipley, Florida

RSVP Deadline: March 12 %%FARM CREDIT

. : o OF FLORIDA
Skeet shoot immediately following.

f4:$ >
e o ) ArborGen

The Best Trees. The Best Results.

LUNCHES
PROVIDED BY:

Register for this shoot online at
bit.ly/hardlaborshoot or

Q.
by scanning this QR code: e@’ FARM CREDIT

OF NORTHWEST FLORIDA

or by mailing a check to:
Florida Forestry Association/402 East Jefferson Street/Tallahassee, FL 32301
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WELCOME, NEW MEMBERS!

We are excited to welcome these businesses
and individuals:

Cooper, Richard
Davenport, Christopher
Davis, Tommy

Dewey B Crowe Jr, Etal
English Family Enterprises LTD
Fearington, Mercer

Harrell, Lee

Harrison Millard C Revocable Trust
Hollingsworth, Steven
lamonia LLC

Lewiswood Properties
Mistletoe Lodge LLC
Nelson, Brandy

Oak Point Trust

Old Magnolia LLC

Parker, Bill

Playground Hunt Club
Quinque Farm

Roberts, Fred

Tedesco, Lynne

The Back 40 Hunt Club
Tolley Silviculture LLC

Van Cleave Enterprises, Inc.
Wallace, Michael

Watkins Properties LLC
Wooten, William

GET INVOLVED!

The success of any organization
depends on an engaged membership.
An easy and effective way to be active
in the Association is through our
committees: Government Relations,
TREEPAC, Environmental, Steering and
Communications.

To join a committee, go to bit.ly/FLForestryCommittees

HUNTING FOR WAYS TO SAVE?

Did you know Association members receive
special reduced rates for liability insurance
for hunting leases and timberland
from Outdoor Underwriters? For more
information, please contact Krista Harvard
(850.222.5646) or Krista@FLForestry.org.

www.FLForestry.org
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soforest.com

WIREGRASS
ECOLOGICAL
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229.246.5785

EQUIPMENT CO.
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JOHN DEERE

Your Local John Deere Forestry Equipment Dealer

Mobile, AL 251.456.1993  Perry, FL 850.584.9200
Pensacola, FL  850.476.0277  Jacksonville, FL 904.296.5000

Panama City, FL 850.769.4844  Lake City, FL  386.752.9544
Freeport, FL 850.835.3337  Palatka, FL 386.325.6268
Tallahassee, FL 850.575.5600 Ocala, FL 352.732.4646

Nutrien

Solutions

and Lumber, LLC
Phone: 386-755-3046
Fax: 386-755-3048

AMERICAN FOREST
MANAGEMENT

|l\'m

americanforestmanagement.com

Ala a 386 8.6344 aria

a 850 6 0

877-518-5263

SaundersRealEstate.com

TRUCK CENTER

Jacksonville —

(904) 354-3721  Lake City — (386) 754-8822

Visit us online at: www.nextrancorp.com
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Mizell Development, Inc.

P.0.Box 5011 « Callahan, FL 32011

Complete site prep for reforestation
Forest road construction and maintenance
Forest land conversion to agricultural use

ADAM J. MIZELL
President

Cell:(904) 545-0611
Adam@mizelldevelopment.com

Michael Leonard |Tom Smith
BRISTOL PROCUREMENT MANAGER | GRACEVILLE PROCUREMENT MANAGER

mieonard@rex-lumber.com | tsmith@rex-lumber.com
ph: 850.643.2238 x 117 | ph: 850.263.2056 x 261
Q850.643.8936 c: 850.643.8966

Jeremy Miller Randy Rilling
Branford, FL Brewton, AL PO Box 2249
(386) 623-0754 (251) 363-2173 Lake City FL 32056
jeremy.miller@nutrien.com randy.rilling@nutrien.com
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TELEPHONE: 941-505-780C

FAX: 941-505-2:
26855 AIRPORT ROAD CELL: 919-93
PUNTA GORDA, FL 33982 E-MAIL: dave.evans@supertrak.col
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SUPERIOR TREES, INC.
Phone (850) 971-5159  P.O. Drawer 9400
Fax (850) 971-5416 Lee, FL 32059

BAREROOT SEEDLINGS for reforestation, mitigation, wind-breaks,
wildlife management & Christmas tree stock.

Genetically & Morphologically improved pine seedlings, Rust Resistant
Slash & Loblolly pine seed sources. Longleaf pine bareroot & tublings.
Redcedar, Cypress, many native shrubs & hardwood species.

LARGER PLANTS available in 1-30g containers. Native trees, shrubs,
palms, wildflowers, vines & native grasses.

CONTRACT GROWING SERVICES AVAILABLE.
RRERARARLLARLLLRLRLRLLLLRLRRLRRRRRLLKK
Tire Ballast Service of Florida

Mobile OTR Tire
Sales & Service

352-238-1636

Rim Guard Beet Juice Tire Ballast
T| reBaIIastSerwceOfFIonda com
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Earl Bacon Agency
Insurance * Bonds
John R. Nylen, Jr.

Account Executive

P.O. Box 12039 * Independent Insurance Agent
3131 Lonnbladh Road e« Professional Insurance Agent
Tallahassee, FL 32308 Business Phone: (850) 878-2121
1-800-369-0161 Fax: (850) 877-6396

LUMBER + TRUSSES + WOOD PRODUCTS MFG. « SAW MILLS

A W. Powers Forestry, Inc.
Forestry Consultants

* Site Preparation & Planting Assistance

Great South Timher

FORESTRY LOANS
()

>

@ FARM CREDIT
* 866.824.5626

farmcreditflorida.com

These advertisers make this publication possible.
Please support Pines & Needles by doing business with them!

CREDIT
UNION
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The Sunnyside of Money.

CHECKING. AUTO LOANS. CREDIT CARDS.

HelloCU.com | (850) 488-6781 | FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA-
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SERVICES
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(352) 588-2580

Creating a Legacy, Growing Your Future Since 1974

Tallahassee, FL San Antonio, FL Lake City, FL
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We Buy Timber & Land
aw,’ Stan Browning
Managing Member
IMBER
&LLAND, .
Cell: 386-937-9712
1520 Highway 17 North Phone: 386-328-6969

P.0. Box 75
Bostwick, FL 32007

Fax: 386-328-5462
Email: Gatortimber@aol.com

: SUUTHERN
PLANTATI(]NS

| eeeeee
Pat Duane
Timberland Investment « Tmberland Acquisition * Timberland Sales

P.O. Box 5700
Ocala, Florida 34478-5700

Phone: 352-867-8018
Fax: 352-867-5311

IFCO

SEEDLINGS
LET’S GROW TOGETHER

1-800 - 633 - 4506
IFCOSEEDLINGS.COM

MEEKS’ FARMS
& NURSERY, Inc ¢

187 Flanders Rd. * Kite, GA 31049

Deep Plug Container Pine Seedlings
Improved Longleaf, Advanced Generation Slash & Loblolly
Hardwoods & Seedlings Grown on Contract
MICKEY PARKER
Pensacola, Florida
Longleafmickeyp@bellsouth.net

Office 850-476-4815
Cell 850-572-3932

Official Publication of the
Florida Forestry Association
402 East Jefferson St.
Tallahassee, FL 32301-1818

Address Service Requested

TimberMart-South

Timber Price Reporting Service
» Hardwood & Pine

* Stumpage & Delivered

* Logging Rates & Biomass
* Quarterly Reports

www.timbermart-south.com
tmart@timbermart-south.com
phone: 706-247-7660

fax: 706-389-9196

1860 Barnett Shoals Road, PMB 103-598
Athens GA 30605 USA

* Historical Data

FARM

BUREAU

INSURANCE

®

ram

Sawmills - Logistics -
BIEASIIZY  Specialized Logging
[ GROUP__|
e o

We buy hardwood, cypress
770 Uvalda Hwy, Hazlehurst GA 31539

Timberland and

—~ Agricultural
kfﬁf}fﬁ Property Valuation
SERVICES

Scott Brodbeck

High Springs 386.454.1121
www.legacyappraisal.biz

A

Serving the Forest Products Industry for over 30 years

‘ AssuredPartners

Office 850-997-2533

and natural pine timber
912-375-5174 e www.beasleygroup.com
@& LLW |5

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Contact Allan J. Charles
850.222.5702 | acharlg@llw-la com

Ric Stoutamire
Cell 850-251-5704

Ryan Pavlik
Cell 352-804-3374

com

Representing Bitco Insurance Company

Your Maintenance Supply Company

LAINE
INDUSTRIES,
INC.
Kenneth Cox

3310 NW U.S. Hwy. 41
Lake City, Florida 32055
kcox@laineindustries.com

Toll Free: 800-854-0740
Phone: 386-758-1908
Fax: 386-758-7977

T.W. Byrd’s Sons, Inc.

~ Timber Buyers -

11860 EUS 27
Branford. FL 32008

Phone: 386.935.1544
Fax: 386.935.38684

Ask about

FREE SHIPPING'

| Oldcastle APG

A CRH COMPANY

* Timber Sale Assistance * Forest Management Plans
* Timber Cruising * Forest Management

* Timber Marking * Timber Appraisals

*  *Computerized Mapping
2800 S.E. 26th Place Phone (352) 463-1300
Trenton, Florida 32693 Fax (352) 463-1314

Samantha Davis
Procurement Manager
Oldcastle Lawn & Garden Southeast
Cell: 863-232-9661
samantha.davis@oldcastle.com
www.crhamericas.com

“By Loggers,
for Loggers

i since 1990”
Loggers

904.845.7133 — www.swpa.ag

s/
enviva
Proud to be part of
Florida’s forestry community

com | www. com | + 1 (850) 579 4846

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

Blanton’s
LONGLEAF CONTAINER NURSERY

MADISON - FLORIDA
We specialize in Top Quality Containerized Improved & Natural
Stand Longleaf / Improved Generation Slash & Loblolly /
Hardwood Seedlings for Timber & Wildlife / Contract Growing
C.J. (Jay) Blanton III (Cell 850-566-1884) 1091 NE Daylily Ave
Jason M. Blanton (Cell 850-566-7175) ~ Madison, FL 32340
C.J. Blanton Jr. (Cell 850-673-7421)  Phone/Fax 850-973-2967
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www.FLForestry.org




